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HE fermon which gave 

' rife to the publication of | 
thefe, having been offer’d to . 
the world asa fermon of Yo- .." 
rick’s, I hope the moft feri- 
ous reader will find nothing 
to offend him, in my conti- 
nuing thefe two volumes under: 
the fame title ; left it fhould 
be otherwife, I have added a 
fecond title page with the real. 


A. name: 


vi PREFACE. 
name of the author: — the 
“firft will ferve the bookfeller’s 
purpofe, as Yorick’s name is pof= 
fibly of the two the more 
known ; — and the fecond 
will -eafe the minds of thofe 
who fee a jeft, and. the dan- 
ger which lurks under it, where 
no Pi was meant. 


I fuppofe it is needlefs to 
mform the publick, that the’ 
reafon of printing thefe [er- 
mons, arifes altogether from 
| | the 


PREFACE. Vii 
the favourable reception, which 
the. fermon given as a fample 
of them in TrisTRAM SHANDY, 
met with from the : world ; 
— That fermon was nated 
by itfelf fome years ago, but 
could find neither purchafers 
or readers, fo that- I appre- 
hended. little hazard. from a 
promife I made upon its re- 
publication, . “© That if -the 
‘© fermon was liked, . thefe 
‘© fhould be alfo at the world’s 
“t fervice;'' which, to be as 


good 


vii PREFACE. 
pood as my word, they here 
are, and I pray to Gop, they 
may do the fervice I wifh it. 
I have little to fay in their be- 
half, except this, that not one 
of them was compofed with 
any thoughts of being prin-~ 
ted, — they have been haftily 
wrote, and carry the marks. of 
it along with them. — This 
‘may be ro récommendation ; 
— I mean it however as fuch + 
for as the fermons turn chiefly 
— Pian chroPy> and thofe’ 
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PREFACE ix 
kindred . virtues to it, upon 
which hang. all the law and the 
prophets, I truft they will be 
no lefs. felt, or worfe received, 
for the evidence they bear, of 
proceeding _ more from the 
heart than the head. I have 


— nothing to add,. but that the 


reader, upon old and beaten 
fubje@s, muft not look for 
many new thoughts, — "tis 
well if .he. has. new lan- — 
guage; in three. or four paf-. 
fages, . where he has .neither 
a ABZ the 
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x PREFA CE. 
the one or the other, I have 


quoted the author I made free : 
with — . there are fome other 


paffages, where I fufpea E 
may have taken the fame li- 
berty, — but ’tis only fufpi- 
cion, for I do not remember 


it is fo, otherwife I fhould 
have reftored. ‘them: to. their. 


proper’ ‘owners, fo that I put: 


it in here more as a general 
faving, than from a confci- 
oufnefs of having much ‘to 
an{fwer for upon that: {core : 

: in 
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PREFACE. Xt 
in this however, and every 
thing elfe, which I offer, or 
fhall offer to the world, I reft, 
with a heart much at eafe, 
upon the protection of the 
humane and candid, from 
whom I have received many 
favours, for which I beg leave 
toreturn them thanks—thanks. 


SU Be 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


A 

HE Duke of Ancafter 

Earl of Afthburnham 
Lord Anfon 
Lady Caroline Adair 
Sir George Armitage 
Sir Charles Afgiil, Knight and Alderman 
Sir Edmund Anderfon 
Reverend Mr. Robert Andrews 
William Adams, Efq; 
Henry Alcraft, Efq; 
William Alexander, Efq; - 
Robeit Allen, Efq; 
C. Allanton, Efg; 
Mrs. Allanfon 
Mr. Allanfon, Fellow sey: Cc, 
-—— Allanfon, Efq; 
Mr. Richard Alnutt 
William Ambler, Efq; 
Michael Anne, Eig; 
Mr. Anne 
Francis Annefley, E(q; 4 Sets 
—— Arthington, Evq; 
Mr. John J. Angerftein 
Dodtor Atwell . 
Mr. Atterbury 
Mr. Auftin 


q 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


B 
Duke of Bridgewater 
Dutchefs of Bridgewater 
Earl of Bleffington 
Lord Barrington 
Lord Bathurft 
Earl of Berkeley 
Earl of Buckingham | 
Lady Dowager Vifcountefs Bateman 
Lord Robert Bertie 
Lady Vere Bertie 
Bifhop of Bangor 
Lady Brown 
Hon, Col. Brudenell 
Hon. Mr. Bouverie 
Mr. Juftice Bathurft 
Sir William Boothby 
Sir William Beauchamp Proétor 
Revd. Sir William Banbury . 
Major General ca i 
Mrs. Boothby 
Sir Charles Bingham, 4 Sets 
William Baynes, Efq; 
Mr:. John Beard 
John Birtles, Efq; his Majely’s Refdent at 
Genoa 
Mr. Matthew Birtles 
Charles Boehm, Efq; 
Edmund Boehm, Efq; “Be5h 


SUBSCRIBER §&,’ 


Mr. Thomas Boehm 
Edward Bacon, Efq; 
Peter Burrell, Efq; 
Gutftavus Brander, Efq; 
William Bowder, Efq; 
George Brown, Efq; 
‘Thomas Bidwell, Efq; 
Thomas Bell, E{q; 
John Brown, Efq; 
Doétor Blackett 
Captain Barron 
Mrs. Brookfbank 
Mr. Bryant 
Revd. Doétor Barnard 
Mr. J. Brand: 
Mr. Blackburn 
Mr. Beachcroft 
Mr. William Babington . 
Captain Betholl 
Henry Blead, Efq; 
Barnard, Efq; 
Mr. Charles Bowden 
James Bailes, . Efq; 
John Broughton, Efqg 
Jj. rae tied Eg 


~ Charles Scrimthaw Boothby, Eig 
William Burke, Figs» 


Mr. Bladen 
Wr. Buckwell ere 
7 a2 Mr. 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Captain Bifhop 

Robert Bird, Efg; 
Thomas Barret, Efq; 
Mr. Bull | 
Captain Bell 
Revd. Mr. Blake | 

Mr. Charles Burney 
William Beroes, fq; 
Edward Baynton, Efq; . 
Mrs. Meliora Bodens 
George Bower, Efq; 
Major Brownrig 

Francis Barrell, Efq; 
Edward Beauwater, Efq; 
William Brereton, Efq; 


¥ 


Revd. ‘Mr. Backhoufe, F ellow of C, Col. Cam: 


C, 
Earl of Chefterfield 
Countefs of Carlifle 
Lord Carpenter 
Lord Carysfort 
Lord George Cavendifh 
Lord Frederick Cavendifh 
Lord John Cavendifh 
Bithep of Carlifle, 2 Sets 
- Sir William Codrington 
Sir Ellis Cunliffe, 2 Sets. 
Mifs Cunliffe 7 


Hon. Mrs, Chetwynd 
Sir 


— 


SUBSCRIBERS. 
Sir —— Clayton, Bart. : 
Major General Cornwallis ae a 4 
John Caruthers, Efq; , oy 
Mr. Martin Challis , 
Mr. Samuel Chitty 
Mr. John Clarke 
John Spencer Colepepper, Efq; 
Arthur Colley, Efq; 
Mr. John Crefwicke 
David Crighton, Efq; 
J. Carter, Efq; 
Charles Crokat, Efq; 
Matthew Clarmont, ’ 
Mr. Richard Cox . 
Mr. Cuyley 
Mr. Conyers 
Mr. Croft > 
Nathaniel Cholmley, Efq; 
Captain Cafwell 
Rev. Mr. Cowper, Refidentiary of York | 
Dr. Caryl, Mafter of Jefus Col. 
Mr. Cleveland | 
John Gilbert Cooper, Jun. Efqs 
Mr. Clayton : a 
Mr. F. Croft 
Captain J. Clarke 
Mr. J. Croft, Sen. 
Mr. Chriftopher’ Croft 
Colonel Campbell 
John Cox, Efq; : : 
| a3 Richard 


SUBSCRIBERS. 

Richard Capper, Efq; 
Mrs. Chaloner. 
Mr. Watfon Clark . 
Anthony Champion, Efq; 
Mr. Cafter ? 
Mrs, Cornwall 
Mifs Cutts. 
Dr. Carry] 
Mifs Chudleigh 
Robert Clayton, Efq; 
Gould Clarges, Efq; 
oe Churchill, Efq; 

evd. Mr. Thomas Cooch. 
Stephen Croft, Efq; 


D 
Duke of Devonfhire 
Dutchefs of Devonfhire 
Countefs of Dalkeith 
Lord’ Dacre 
Lord Downe _ | 
The Rt. Hon. Lady Charlotte Dives 
Sir Brian Broughton Delves 
William Devifme, Efq; 
John Dorrien, Efq; 
‘Thomas Duckett, Efq; 
Edward Drax, Efq; 
Philip Delattaize, Efq; 
Sir Edward Dering 
Nathan Draper, Efg; 
‘Henry Duncumbe, Elas 
| Captain 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


Captain Delabene 

—— Dobfon, Efq; 

_ Mr. Charles Dawfon 
William Danby, Efq; -- 
— Doddington, Efq; 
Revd. Doétor Douglas 
Mifs Darrell 

Rev. Mr. Delap 


Francis Blake Delaval, Efq; 


John Delaval, Efq; 
Edward Delaval, Efq; 
Thomas Delaval, Efq; 
Captain D’Avenant 


Lord Edgecumbe 

Lady Betty Egerton 
Mifs Egerton 

Captain Charles Egerton 
‘ Captain William Egerton 
‘Revd. Mr. Egerton 

Mr. Jacob Efpinoza 
Thomas Ewer, Efq; 
Edmunds, Efq; 
John Ekins, Efq; , 
Mr. Everard 

Mr. Elways 


Countefs of F itawilliams 
a4 


Earl 


SUBSCRIBERS. 
Earl of Fauconberg | OS 
Lady Ifabella Finch 
Lord Foley ee 
Hon. Henry Finch, Efq; — - 
Sir Matthew Fetherftonhangh 
Mrs. Fenton 
William Fletcher, Efq; 
Charles Feake, M. D. 
goun Fane, Efq; 

r. Farquarfon 
Mr. Forbray 
Mrs. Fothergill 
Mr. Fawkes 
Bartholomew Fate, Efq; 
Mrs. Fofter 
Mr. Farrer as 
William Fitzherbert, Efq; 
Frederick Frankland, Efq; 
Edward Montagu, Efq; 
Revd. Mr. Fowler 
Marmaduke Fothergill, Efq; 


en: 
Earl Gower 
- Hon. George Grenville, Efq; 
Hon. Henry Grenville, Efq, 
Bifhop of Gloucefter, 2 Sets 
Sir Richard Grofvenor | 
George Gibberne, Efq; 
. Mr. William Gooch 
Doétor Grieve Edward 


at En 


a 


— Ae ee 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


‘y Edward Grofs, Efq; 
Andrew Grote, Efq; 
William Grove, Efq; 
Stephen Guion, Efq; | 
Mrs. Guarin - 
Mr. Garrick 
Door Garnier 
D- €or Gifborne 
Doétor Garnet 
Mr. Godbold 

ames Gibfon, Efq; 

r. Gataker 

Mrs. Grenville 
Mr. Guerin 
General Griffin 
Revd. Mr. Goodrick 
Robert Gunning, Efq; 
Mr. JohnGrimtton | 
Edward Garthwaite, Efq; . 
William Ganfell, Efq; 
Philip Gell, Efq; | 
James Garland, Efq; 4 Sets 
Nathaniel Garland, Efg; 


William Guife, Efq; | ae: 
Mr. Gwillam | : ae 
—#H. 
Earl of Huntingdon 
| Lord Hyndford a | 
aa Lady Herbert, Baronefs of Cherbur 
[ vee Hon, 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Hon. Nicholas Herbert, Efq; 
Hon. Robert Herbert, Efq; 
Hon. Robert Hampden, Efq; 
Lady Dowager Hotham 
Hon. Mr. George Hobart 
Hon. Mrs, Hobart 

Sir William Harbord, K. B. 
Sir Robert Hildyard 
Goddard Hagen, Efq; 

John Hall, Efq; 

Captain Daniel Hervey | | 
Henry Holecombe, Efq; 
Andrew Hopegeod, Efq; 
Benjamin Hopkins, Efq; 
Samuel Horne, Efq;. 
Thomas Horngold, Efq; 
Philip How, Efq; 
Doétor Hadley 

Mrs. Handafyde, Windfor 
Colonel Hervey 7 
Stanhope Hervey, Efq; 
John Hafe, Efq; 

Quarles Harris, Efq;, . 
David Harvey, Efq; 

Revd. Mr. Heweill 

Mr. John Hutchinfon 

Mrs. Hardinge, 2 Sets 
Doctor Hardinge 

Doétor Hay | 

Mr. Hubert ~ | 
Tomas Hollis, Efq; Mr. 


—w 
a Se — 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Mr. Hogarth ~ | 
Mr. Harbord - 
John Hall, Efq; 

Colonel Hall 

Colonel Thomas Hall 
Revd. Mr. Heber 

Mr, Heathcote 

Mr. Hyatt 

T. Harrifon, Efq; 8 Sets 
Matthew Humfon, Efq; 8 Sets 
John Hewett, Efq; 

Mr. John Hinxman 


I. 

Lady Charlotte Johnfon 
L. - Ironmonger, E{q; 
Mr. June, C. B. D. of Emanuel College 
Mrs. Jellop 
Soame Jenyns, Efq; 
Revd. Mr, Jofiah chats Fellow of Clare- 

Hall, Cambridge 
John Jeffrey s, Efq; 
Ifrael Mlabere Efq; 
Mr. Avery Jebb 
Captain Johnfon 
Captain Jennyns 
—— Jones, Rigs : 
Mr. Jolliffe 
Mr. Jubb 
Mr. Bon Ifis 
Mr, Jeffreys 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Duke of Kingfton 

William Paine King, Efq; 

Mis. Kirk 

William Kilburn, Efq; 

George Farquhar Kenlock, Et; 
Colonel Keppel 


L. 

Lord Lyttleton 

Henry Bilfon Legge, Efq; 
Bifhop of Litchfield 
Lord Luxborough 
Sir John Lowther 

John Lefebure, Efq; 
Nicholas Linwood, Efq; 
George Litchfield, Efq; 
Theodore Luders, Eq; © 
Thomas Light, Etq; 
Daniel Lefueur, Efq; 
Roujat Lehook, Efq; 
H. Langfton, E(q; 
James Digges Latouch, Efq, 
John Leigh, Efq; | 
Mrs. Lacelles 
Colonel Lacelles 
Mr. Philips Lee 
Lieutenant General Lacelles 
Mr. Lumley, Oxon ect 

Mifs 


SUBSCRIBERS. 
Mifs Lawfon | 
Mr. Langton 
John Lee, Efq; 
Ralph arith 4 Efq; 


P. Langdale, (qs 
Benjamin Lethuilliere, Efq; 
Mrs. Levey | 


Mr. Lifter, 2 Sets 
Henry Liddel, Efq; 


M. 
Duke of Marlborough 
Lord Milton, 4 Sets 
Lord Montford 
Lord George Manners 
Hon. John Manners 
Lord William Manners 
Lady Vifcountefs Molefworth 
Sir William Mannock 
Sir William Maynard 
Lady Maynard 
Sir William Milner 
Sir John Moore © 
Mifs Maccartney 
Mr. J. Mayer 
Mrs. Meynell 
Mifs Meynell 
Hugo Meynell, Efq3 
"Mr. Mellith 
Mr, Charles Mellifh 


Mrs. 


SUBSCRIBER-‘SS, 


Mrs, Martin 
Montague, Efq; 
Borghard Michelfon, Efq; | 
Revd. Mr. Marfden, Precentor of St. Afaph . 
Francis Mannock, Efq; : 
Thomas Mannock, Efq; 
John Manfhip, Efq; 
Edward Manfhip, Eva: 
Robert Marth, Efq; 
Jof. Martin, Efq; 
John Mayne, Efq; 
Mrs. Michell 3 
Mr, Theophilus Mitchell 
a Minyer, Efq; 
r, Nathaniel Modigani 
John Motteux, Efq; 
ae Martin, Efq; 
ewis Mendez, Eq; 
William Mills, Efq; 
Nicholas Muncklay, M.D. 
Mr. Murray 
Mr. Mitchell 
Mrs. Montagu 
Mr. Mead, Commiffioner 
Mr. Mafon, Preb. of York 
Corbyn Morris, Efq; 
Chriftopher Molyneux, Efq; 
John Sawney Morn, Efq; ‘. 
Mifs Morritt . | 
Samuel Moody, Efq; er . 
Goerge Montgomerie, Efq; N. 


. 


e 
—_— ee 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


N. 

Lord Newnham 
Bifhop of Norwich 
Hon, Edward Nugent, - Efq; 
Seale Napier, Efe 
John oie a Ef; 

James Norman, Efq; 
Rad John Nicols, D. D. 
Mr. H. Nicols 
Robert Nugent, Ef 
Thomas Norcleff, has 
Mr. Newton, Fellow of j. Cc. 
Robert Newton, Efq; 
Robert Nedham, Efq; 


Earl of Orford 

Sir William Owen, Bart. 

John Olive, Efq; 

Mr, Ofbaldefton 

T. Wentworth Ofbaldefton, Efq; 
J. Ofell, Efq; 

William Otteley, Efq; 

John Offley, Efq; 


 #p, 
Duke of Portland 
Dutchefs of Portland 
Earl of Plymouth 


4 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


Lord Pulteney OP crete ca 
Lord Powlett. ree 
Lord Pollington | ne eye Se cae 


Lord Palmerfton 

Bifhop of Peterborough 
Dean of Peterborough. 
Sir Lionel Pilkington § -_ 
John Page, Efq; faa _— 
Mr. Thomas Palgrave, 

John Pardoe, Efq; 

Henry Palmer, Efq; | 
Mr. ‘Palmer, Matter of the Theatre at Bath. - - 
George Pickard,’ Efq; ~~” Se ee 
Charles Pole’ Ef; | 

Stanier Porten, Bias Conful at. Madrid 
Lacey Primatt, Efq; | 
Edward Proudfoot, Efq; 

Francis Plumbtree, Efq; 

Revd. Doétor Pye | = 
Jonathan Morton Pleydell, Ef; : 
Francis Plummer, Efq; ' 
Edward Payne, Efq; 

Charles Pahaer Efqs 

Rlenry Plant, Eq; 

Claude Paflavant, Efgg 8 
Lionel Place, Efq, Se 
Colonel Pierfon ne re 
George Palmer, Efq; 
Mr. Balmer 

Jane Pattifon, E(q; Majoe of Keilir 


Fatah 


eo : ; 
ee a ee 


~ 7 ne 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


George Paulett, Efq; 
Revd. Mr. Palk 
Mr. Parrot 


— Q 
Matt. C. St. Quintin, Efq; 


Mrs. St. Quintin 
Mr. G. Quarme 


R. 

Marquis of Rockingham = 
Dowager Marchionefs of Rockingham 
Ear! of Rochford 
Countefs of Rochford 
Sir Thomas Robinfon 
Sit William Robinfon 
John Richards, Efq; 
John Rich, Efq; 
Chriftopher Roberts, Efq; 
Major Gen. Rich 
Captain Riou 
Jofhua Readfhaw, Efq; 
John Readfhaw, Efq; 
Revd. Mr. Raftall 
Matthew Robinfon, Efq; 
Lady Robinfon ‘ 
ls Ridley, Efq; 

r, Reynolds, Painyet 
Mr. Rebon PH a on de tec 
i erie b is Rey. 


SUBACRKRIBERS 


Rev. Mr. Racket a sae ee ee Vie 
Walter Robinfon, Efqs nee Pi ayo Sh 

eremiah Rawfon, Efqs | Bettie rs 

ev. Mr. Robinfon ° . 3 oo Pee vuertait 
John Rook, Efq; . > ees . : za 
John Ranby, Efq; Serjeant. Surgeon 5 
Morris Robinfon, Bigg vse 2% ont 
Matthew Rebinlen, EGG; - 2 DIS. on ir 
Mr. Rodney Bie, ator ¢ 


= 
a 
we 
we 
Lael 
. 
a. 
ma 
< 
—e 


>. Ser ee: eee eee 
Earl of Scarborough: © jp! (kai ey 
Lord Robedt. Sutton: . pore oc aa 
Sir George Savile si vanes. adel 
Lady Strickland Leet Lge ee Sagas 
Hon. Mr. Sandys hd Pe ae ae oe 
Hon. Col. Sandys ee ere or a7 3d 
Sir William Stanhope ss. Aa al. 
Sir Charles Sheffield 9 «6 2 os go en FE 
Sir John Shelley , © .3). -tewenss anc! 
Sir Brian Stapleton oe ae 
Admiral Saunders ee ee ee ee ee 
Dean of Salifbary 9) 2 8 eater. 
Col. Schutz WS eH tae ems, 
Mr. Strangeways scone” ees 
Captain Spencer Ee rae 
William Strickland, Efq; oe ay 
Mr. Slade Sin Be an Ga oe 
Robert Cartwright Smithy. Ea; . ee lice 
, Pore Stanhope, Efq; se rahee Sacks Ng: 
: ant ar: Walter 


SUBSCRIBER SB. 


Walter Strickland, Efq; * Snap Do TE ee & 
Mifs Lucy Seathiwell of ee TL ek ok 
Mrs. Serle tee SD tere et 
James Stuart, Efq; F, ‘R. S. TBR 
Rev. Mr. Siffon Te ieee 


Oliver Stephens;. Efg;: . osdnp Day 
Mr. Scott, Cee the Cater hy 
Mr. John Swate of Hatton-Gasdeld v3.55." 
John Shelly, Efq; | alae ee 
Mr. Sampfon ) _ ‘ 
Henry Sharpe, Efq; me 
John Pare Efq; Gee See a eee 
1a at Eas Cg “aes 
ohn aren : ee ae 
George ‘tainforth, Ets for teas Jb, 
Edward Stanley, Efq; err hE op... 
Roger on ia Efq; colby ded nes 
Mrs. Stea : FB pee IN gy. 
William Sait E{q; pout GIR a fos o 
John Stewart, "Eq; eaee wae 
Samuel Smith, Efq; ae ee 
Richard Seward, Efq; aoe ee 
Alexander Sheafe, Efgs oe F beet 
James Sperling, Efq; _ ee ae ee 
Mr, Stracy ee ae 
Mr. Spencer ee ee, 
Mifs Spencer ott he Se at PE ee 
Door Shipley . ue ee 
Mr. ir Ale ee ee 
My. Sta ord + 2 fee gg a 
Yocve . b2 a Doctor 


SYRHRERIBEB S. 


Doétor Smallbrooke | 7. janoy To dersin' 
Dottor Schomberg " ae ie era ae @ ue 
Mr. Shaftoe yates syooreN ; 


Re Pia Ce ae 
Mr. Stanhope . a a idetel: aj Porn] : 
George Shute peerage ee, 
Mr. James Steward 
Mr. Samfburg 

Mr. Screen | ae ae 
Mifs Speed are, 
Stephen Soame, Efq; iailee waeeet 
Hans Stanley, Elq; lhe, OS ae eee 


~ . a ae 
des r "a , 
a, poh PRS ede reba a rf tie 4 


Sore > 

Mr. Sumner , oe it { 4 "yan 

4 ee 24 eee tis = * 

e7, Shy jeg ee ies H 

Earl Temple ey Cr re an ae 
Wountefs “‘Femple ere ee 
Earl of Tylney. 2 0 re ee ett § 
Eafl of Tankervillé” PY SG en ae Selo 
Lord Thomond .- ..° oe ee, ate 


Lady Tyrawley 7 ert is cate? 
Charles Townfhend,. i oe a ae 
Col. George Townfliehd-, | hanes of 
Thomas ‘T awnfhend Ei... ee 
sbady Ty ite: oe RE we 

Hon. Shanningtol Talbot, Elos re aay 


UPON Rom : eo 
. 


Hon. Henry Valbot, Efg;, 2... . 0 06% 
Sir John Turner of “ - aA ae: 
Richard Tidfwel!, Efq; 3 ooo oy eget} 


arenas Sea. | ra Be de hae 
John Tims, E(q; Spied agen +, ie eae 
ae Lewis Torin, E(q; 


| ee ee 
Col. ‘Thornton z a 


SUBSTRIBERS 


tab hladyvdaees ee 
Jofeph Treves, Efq; za poh Hea re oy 
John Tuf, Bfgy EE 


oy ine 


james Stewart Tulk, Eqs , 
arry Thomfon, E(q; eee 
Peter Theobald, Efq; fe a See eee Te 
ohn Townfhend, Efgp 0 ay tine 
r. J. Thornhill a ae oe 
Mr. Turner, 2 Sets, ee ere ee 
Mr. Tothergill oe 
Doétor To . Ga a 8 
Revd. Mr. Thomplort ae 
Doétor Thomas — 
Charles Tollet, Efq; . 
. Trenchard, Efq; 


Captain Thompfon_ noe 
Doétor Thomas, Mafter of. oe 
Charles Turner, Efq; ee or 
Thomas Thompfon, .M. Do ac dk cadlrg 
Samuel Touchett, Efq; :.. -... . Sy 
John Trucker, Efq; 2 Sete) er a 
Mifs C. Thornhill 
Revd. Dr. Thomas, Prebésider of Wellminias, 
2, Sets ot a, MR eens # Fos Ae, ATE 
Mr. Trom “' ) | ' pia: Sian 
Thomas Trollop, Ets ie ee ee 
F, John Tifon, Efq; - | : 


“L -_ wy ace 


rg 


+. * Z 
= ‘wr’ aati ¢ 
se 


et t rye i pees 
Captain Thornton ee ee 
ohn Tomlinfon | 8 te dead 
ifs Trefufis ee ae Vv, 


Lord Villers our 
Sir Francis Vincent. ol wcomed 


William Vary, Efq;; CC OATS: _ ears 
ohn Uptans, Eq; Ce rs feoeisotf 
i pane ee ro ae ere ef 

eee Se 


rs. Upton 7 Ptah 
John Upton, Jun. Elqi, 7 a a sins 
tee 
gel oe ee 


will Holt 2 Ci 
Earl of Winchelfea oo eae a 
Lord Weymouth _ ealowerees ML 
Lady Weymouth ee 
Lady Mary Wentworth | y - are 
Lady C Charlotte Heme eae nah 


Lady Harriett Wertworth | as Y: Sis, 
‘ Gale an ree % a 33 


Lady Walpole 


Rt. Rev. Sir Eichard wrottetey. raver 
Sir William Wifeman ree, in 
Sir Randall Ward: --- , , vb Tab de 

gfetgy EWE 29 84S 


Sip William Williams “ Le 7 
“Hon. John Wan, Bfqs : eee a ged 
Sir Edward Welmore’ ©. Klay ee 
Sir Cecil Wray eS 
Hon. Mr. Watfon — ** a 
Childers Walbank, Efq; 
William Wilberforce, . 
Robert Wilberforce, a 


John ee Efq; be" 


oe 2 
woe 
re 
=m e 
7 
BS 
- -w 
we 
Z 
a 7 
5 
#. 
~ 
a 
(ha pe pe we “71 


SUBS:G RLEBERS. 


Wingfield Wildman, Efq;. 
William Withams, Efq; : 
Haughton Wills, Efq; 
Samuel Wilfon, Efq; ace ree 
George Wombwell, Ef. 1... ee 
Do&tor Warren eae 
William Word, Efq; sei cas of the Calton 
Captain Wright | 

Matthew Wildbore, E ore a 
Samuel Wilfon, Jun. E - es. 
Jacob Wilkinfon, Ef; -- 

William Wells, Efqs ina 


Mr. Wentworth oe i i 
Mr. Weddel ae are ORE 2 
Mifs Winn ee “ah 


3 
: 
cars Lost 4. 
John Walfh, E(q;, ..- mavety a " 2 ' a 
Mr. Henry Wood, Clerk... Ai ate , 

Mr. Willtam Woodmes ey a 
Mr. Wells | 8 neq Le 4 a J 
Mr, Whithead 9 pcan int = 
Major bei . as a = * ; we 
Charles ee sige Efe; * ae 
Richard yatt, E ma oi on ee oe 
Rev. Mr. John. Wherhit ott a és en 
Nathaniel Webb, Eq. e..07 Gio 
James Whithed, Eig; eg ade 


. qed, WF a 
coud paeee Caen ae 
Dogtor Wellon, Pres ea — x 
Mr. Wilkes, Meniber for scinaslel : ome 


Florentine Wall, qs | 
“Bt he | hothae 


. 


eoy3 
Fe 


' 3 


wer ee 
- t aS 


| 


SUBSCRIBERS, 


Thomas Wallis, Efq; 
Thomas Whichcot, Efq; 
Daniel Wray, Efq; 

Mrs. Worfley 

George Warren, Efqs 
Mrs. Warren 

Mils Ward 

William Whitehead, Efq; 
Thomas Waite, Efq; 
Captain Wynch 


Rev. Mr, Willey, Fellow of C. Col.’ Camb. 


Andrew Wilkinfon, Efq; 2 Sets 
Y. 
Dean of York 


Thomas York, Efq; ; | 
Revd. Mr. Yateman, B. D. of Emanuel Col. 


> Its hoped that the errors and omif- 


fions in the names of the fubfcribers 
will be excufed, the fhortnefs of 
the time renderiag it impoffible to 
print a complete and correct lift. 


SERMON IL 


"Inquiry after Happinefs. 


SERMONS 


B Y 


LAURENCE STERNE, 
A. M. Prebendary of York, and 
Vicar of Sutton on the Foreft, and 
of Stillington near York. 


VOL ft. 


a 


ay 


Se 


_. —_—_——"— 


-v yee 


SERMON lI. 
 Psarmo iy. 5, 6. 


There be many that fay, who will foew us 
any good ? — Lord lift thou up the light 
of thy countenance upon us. 


HE great purfuit of man is 

.. after happinefs: it is the firft 

and Rrongeft defire of his na- 

fure — in every ftage of his life, he 

fearches for it, es for hid treafure — 

courts it under a thoufand different thapes 

— and though petpetually difappointed, 

—ftill perfifts—runs after and eaquires 
for it afrefh—afks every paffenger who - 

comes in his way——Who will fhew hin 

ahy good *}—who will affift him in the 

attainment of it, or direct him to the 

B difco- 
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difcovery* of this ‘great end as all ‘his 
wifhes ? 


‘He is told- by one, to fearch for it 
amongft the more gay and youthful plea- 
fures -of life, in fcenes of mirth and 
fprightlinefs where happinefs ever - pre- 
fides, and is ever to be known’ by the 
joy and laughter which he --will fee, at 
once sien in upe looks. a i 


‘A lied, wih a praver en points 
out to the coftly dwellings whiclr pride 
and extravagance have erected—tells the 
"-efiquirer that the object he is ‘in fearch 
of inhabits there — that happinefs lives 
only in company with the great in the 
‘midft of much pomp and outward. ftate. 
That he will eafily find: her. out by the 
‘coat of many colours fhe has on, and the 
a luxury and expence of equipage 


and 
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and furniture with which fhe med firs 
furrounded. Sea ate 


. The miler. bleffes. Gop ! — wonders 
how any one would miflead, and wilfully 
put him upan fo wrong a {Cent -— con- 
vinces him that, happinefs and extrava- 
gance. never. inhabited -under,.the fame 
roof ~— that if he would not be difap- 
pointed in his fearch, : he mutt look .inte 
the plain and thrifty dwelling of the pru- 
dent man; who-knows and. underftands 
the worth of maney, and cautioully lays 
it: up againit an-evil hour: that-it.is nog 
the proftitution of wealth upon the pat, 
fions, or the parting with it. ae all, that 
conttitutes happinefs— but that it. is the 
keeping ic together, and the babiny and 
bo'ding it-faft to their heirs for ever which 
are the chiet attributes that form this 
a sBa. ..... : great 


08 
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‘great’ idol Of human Worthip té Which 
fo much incenfe is offered up every day. 


Uy ie epicure, though’ he eafily’ redtifies 
‘fo grofs ‘a miftake, yet at the fame | timie 
he plunges him, if poffible; i into a preater: 
‘for, hearing the object of his purfuit ‘to 
be happinels, and knowing of iio’ other 
happinefs than ‘what is featéd ‘immiedi- 

ately in the fenfes — He fends the enqui- 
yer there— tells him ’tis in vain to fearch 
elfewhere for it, than where nature her- 
felf has placed it — in the indulgence 
and gratification of ‘the appetites which 
are givén us for that end: and in a word 
— if he will not take his opinion in the 
matter — he may troft the word of a 
much wifer man who has. affured us — 
that there is nothing ‘better in this world, 
than that a man fhould eat and drink and 
rejoice in his works, and make his foul 


enjoy 


ip Sa STE, a 
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enjoy good in his labour —— for. that i is 

is Portion. . 4 
_. To refeue him from this brutal expe- 
‘riment — ambition takes him by the hand 
and carries him into the world — fhews 
him all the kingdoms of the earth and 
_ the glory of them — points out the many 
-ways af advancing his fortune and rai~ 
fing himfelf to honour — lays before 
is. eyes all the charms and bewitching 
" temptations of power, and afks if there 
can be any happinefs in this world like 
that of being carefled, courted, eerie 
> ane followed 2 


° To clofe all, the philofopher meets 
him buftling in the full career of this 
purfuit — ftops him — tells him, if he 
; is in fearch of, happinefs, he is far gone 
eut of his. way. 


B3 —_ That 
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That this deity has “ béen banifhed 
from noife and tumults, where there was 
no seft found for her; and-was' fled into 
folitude far from all commerce of- the 
world ; and in a.word, if -he would find 
her, he muft leave this bufy and -intri- 
guing f{cene, and go back to that peaceful 
fcene of retirement and «books, from 
which he at firft fet our. | 


In this circle too often does man run, 
tries all experiments, and generally fits 
down weary and diffatisfied with - them 
all at laft— in utter defpair of ever ac- 
complifhing what he wants — nor know- 
ing what to truft to after fo many dif- 
appointments ; or where to lay the fault, 
whether in the mcapacity: of his own 
nature, or the infufficiency of the enjoy- 


ments themfelves. 
In 


r) 
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.. Inthis uncertain and perplexed ftate— 
without knowledge which way to turn or. 
where. to betake ourfelves for refuge a 
fo -often -abufed. .and deceived by ‘the 
many who pretend thus to thew us. any 
good —- Lorp! fays the pfalmitt, Lift 
up the light of thy countenance upor 
us.. Send: us, fome- rays of thy grace 
and heavenly wifdom in this benighted 
fearch after happinefs to direct us fafely 
to it.O Gop! let us not wander for ever 
without a guide in this dark region in 
endlefs purfuit of our miftaken good, 
but lighten our eyes that we fleep not in 
death — but open to them the comforts 
of thy holy word and religion — lift up, 
the light of thy countenance upon us, 
— and make us know the joy and fatis- 
B 4. faction 


& .SERMON?E 
faction of living in the true faith and fear 
of thee,. which only cam icarry: us to this 
haven, of reft where wo.woukd be +3 thae 
, fure haven, where true joys :antito be 
found, which will at length ogt ‘only. an 
‘fwer all our expectations —- hue. fatisfy 
the moft unbounded of our ..withes _ 
. ever and. ever. aoe re la 

“The words thus epee: ‘naturally re- 
duce the remaining part of the difcourfe 
under two heads — The firft part of the 
verfe — there be many that. fay, who 
will thew us any good — To make fome 
refleCtions upon the inftificiency ef moft 
of our enjoyments towards the attain- 
"ment of happinefs, upon fome of the 
_ mot received plans on. which ° 8. gene- 

rally 7 . eta “peg 


‘The 


i 
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ic skied eienaae ta 


“as.up to the fource,. and truc Street’ of all 
-happinels, fuggefted ‘tous -in’ the lutter 
| part of the verfe — Loko? lift thou up 
, the light of thy countenance ‘upon ‘US 


that there van be no real happinefs with- 
out religion and virtue, and the afffftirice 
of Gop’s grace and Holy Spirit to a 


bur lives in the trae ‘purfuir of it. 


“Let: us enquire’ into the- Dieppe 


~ ments of human ‘happinefs, “6n‘‘ fome 

“of the moft received plans ‘on whith tis 

- generally fought for and ons ov the 
bulk of mankind ie : 


Es 
. ¢ (@ ee 2 ao 
j ent vece ame Tamer vee rg 


There is hardly any fiabjeee thore bx. 


: haufted, or. which at one timé’or other 


has afforded more matter for argument 


tt and 


ox 
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and declamation, than this one, of the 


infufficiency of our enjoyments... Scarce. 


a reformed fenfualift from Solomon down 


to. our own days, who has not .in. fome © 
fits of repentance or difappointment. ut-. 


tered fome fharp reflection:upon the emp- 
tinefs of human pleafure, and of the 
vanity of vanities. which difcovers itfelf 
in all the purfuits of mortal man.—Bur 
the mifchief has been, that though fo 
many good things have been faid, they 
have. generally had the fate to be confi- 


dered either as the overflowings of dif. 


cult from fated appetites which could no 
longer relifh_ the pleafures of life, or as 
the declamatory opinions of reclufe and 
{plenetic men who had never tafted them 
at all, and confequently were thought no 
judges of the matter. So that ’tis no 
great wonder, if the greateft part of fuch 
_ seflections, however jut in theméfelves 
and 
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and founded ‘on: truth and a’ knowledge 
of: the world, dre found to leave little 
impreffion, where the imagination was 
already heated with great expectations of 
future happinefs , and that the: beft Jec- 
tures that have been read upon rhe vanity 
of the world, fo: feldom ftop a man in 
the purftiit. of: thé object of: his defire, or 
give him half the conviction, that : the 
poffeffion of it.will, and what the expe- 
rience of his own life, or a careful ob- 
feryation upon the life of others, do at 
length generally confirm tous all. ” 


Let us endeavour then to try the caufe 
upon this iffue; and inftead of recurring 
to the common arguments or taking any 
one’s word in thé cafe; let as truft ‘to 
matter of faét; and if upon enquiry, it. 
appears that-the actions of mankind*are: 
not to be accounted for upon any other: 

. prin- 
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principle, but this of the infufiiciency 
of our enjoyments, ’twill go further- tor 
wards the eftablifhment of the truth. of 
this part of the difcourfe,- than. a thou- 
fand fpeculative arguments. which might 
be offered. upon the occafioa. 


Now if we take a co of the life 
of man from the time he is come to rea- 
fon, to the lateft decline of it in old age, 
— we fhall find him engaged, and gene- 
rally hurried on in fuch a fucceffion of . 
different purfuits, and different opinions 
of things, through the different ftages of 
his life— as will admit of no expli- 
cation, but this, that he finds no reft for 
the fole of his foot, on any of the plans 
where he has been led to — it, 


- . The moment be 1S got loofe from tu- 
‘tors and governors, and is left to judge 
for 


pen ne 


you will'fearee’ know him’ again. “You 
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for ‘himfelf, and purfue this fcHeme his 
Gown way/ his firft thotights are gene- 


“gally fall of the mighty happinefs which 


he is going to enter upon, from the fre¢ 
‘enjoyment of: the pleafures in which he 
fees others of ‘his age and fortune en 


ae ae 


’ Yn confequence of this — take notice, 


how his imagination: is caught by every 
pliteering appearance that flatters this 


-expedtation. -- Obferve what impreffions 


“are Ynade upon his fenfes,' byidiverfions, 
“mtiGc,+drefs and beauty = and: How his 
‘Spirits ‘are upon the wing, ‘flyinp’ in pur- 
fue of thém-; that you would: think oa 
: could never ‘Wave iia ae 


Serer)? ae ‘ere ie! ee 
om him to. himelf a bw years, till 
thé ddge of ‘appetite is Wote- down + and 


will 


1% .\SERMON 1 

will find him, entered into :erigagemients, 
and fetting up for a man of bufinefs, and 
conduct, talking of no other. happinefs 
but what centers in projects of . making 
the moft of this world, and providing 
for his children, and children’s children 
after them. Examine his notions, he 
will: tell you, that the gayer pleafures 
of youth, :are. fit oxly for thefe -who 


know not: how to: difpofe of themfelves 
and time to better advantage. That 


| however fair and promifing. they. might 
appear: tO.a man unpracticed in: them —. 


they were no better than a life of folly. 


ahd impertinence, and fo far from. an- 
fwering your expectations of happinefs, 


’ewas well if you efcaped without pain.—~- 
That in every experiment he: had tried, _ 


he had ‘found imore bitter than fweet, and 


for the little pleafure one could fnacch—it- 


toa” rome left:a terrible. fting behind it: 
I Befides 


7 gen - 
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Befides, did the ballance Jay on the other 
fide, he weuld tell you, there could be 
no true fatisfaction where a life runs on 
info giddy a circle, out of which a wile 
man fhould extricate himfelf as foon as he 
can, that. he may begin tolook forwards. 
—That .it becomes a man of character 
and confequence to lay afide childith 
things, to take care of ‘his. interefts; to 
eftablith the forrune ‘of his family, and 
place it out of ‘want and dependance: 
and in a word, tf there is fuch a thing 
as-happinefs upon earth, it muft conhift 
inthe accomplifhment of this pies and 
for. his own part, if Gop fhould profper 
his endeavours fo as to be worth fuch 


-a-fum, or.to beable to bring fucha 


point to. bear ——he fhall be one of the 
shappieft of the fons of men.—In full, 
affurance of this, on he. drudges— plots 


-—costrives—rifes early-—Jate takes reft, | 


and 
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and eats the bread of carefulnefs, till at. 
length, by hard labour and perfeverance, 
he has reached, if not outgone the object 
he had fitft in view.—When he has pot 


thus far—if he is a plain and fincere man, - 


he will make no fcrupleto acknowledge 
truly, what alteration he has found ia 
himfelf—if youafk him—he will te] you, 
that his imagination pained femething 
before his eyes, the reality of which he 
has not yet attained to: that with all the 
accumulation of his wealth, he neither 
lives the merrier, fleeps the founder, or 
has lef care and anxiety upon_his ¢pi- 
rits, than at his firft fetting out. 


Perhaps, you'll fay, fome dignity, ho- 
nour, or title is only wanting ~— Qh! 
could I accomplith that, as there would 
be nothing left then for. me to-with, 
good Gop! how happy fheuld I be? 

4 "tis 


—_— “om 
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"tis {till the famie—the dighity or title— 
though they crown his head with honor 
—— add not one cubit to his happinefs. 
Upon fumming up the account, all ‘is 
found to be feated merely in the. imagi- 
nation — The fafter he has purfued, the 
fatter the phantom fied’ before him, 
and to ufe the Satyrift’s comparifon 
ef the chariot wheels, — hafte as they 


will, they muft for ever keep the fame 
diftance. 


But what? though I have ee eng 


far difappointed in my expectations of 
happinefs from the pofieffion of riches— 


Let me try, whether I fhall. not meet 


“with it, in the {pending and. fafhion« 
*¢ able enjoyment of them.” | 


Behold! I will get me down, and 


_ ‘make me. great. works, and build me 


Voz. I. Cc. houfes,. 
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houfes, and’ plant me vineyards, ‘and”’ 
make me gardens ‘and pools of water.- 
And T will get me fervants and maidens, | 
aid ‘whatfoever my eyes defire, I a : 
not ERESp from them. = : 


In profecution of this -—he drops all - 
gainful -purfuits — withdraws himfelf - 
from the bufy part of the world — rea- 
lizes — pulls down — builds up again; - 


—Buys ftatues, pictures — plants—and - - 


plucks up: by the roots — levels moun- 
tains—and fills up vallies—turns -rivers 
tito dry ground, and dry ground into 
rivers. — Says unto this man, go, and - 
he goeth, and’ unto another, do this; 
and he doeth it, —and whatfoever his foul 
lufteth after of this kind, he withholds ‘ 
not from it. When every thing i is thus 
planned by himfelf, and’ executed accord- 
ing to his wifh and direction, furely he 

ar 5 | : eons 
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is-arrived to the accomplifhment of -his 
withes, and has got to the fummit of all 
human happinefs '—Let the moft fortu-: 
nate-adventurers in this way, anfwer the 
-queftion for him, and fay—how often, ~ 
it rifes higher than a bare and fimple 
amufement— and well, if you can com- 
pound for that—fince ’tis often purchafed — 
at fo high’a price, and foured by a> 
mixture of other incidental vexations, 
as to become too often a work of repen- 
tance, which in the end will extort the 
fame forrowful confeffion from., him, - 
which it did from Solomon, in the Jlike., 
cafe-—Lo! I lodked on all the Warks . 
that my hands had wrought, and on the 
Jabour that I-had ‘laboured to do — and | 
behold ‘all was vanity and vexation of 
{pirit — arid there was no profit to me 
under the fun. 


C2 ° To 
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, To inflame this account the,.more — 
Jewilk be.no. miracle, .if upon, cafting up 
he has gone further lengths than he firft 
intended, : sun into expences which have 
-entangled his fortune, and brought him- 
‘felf into such. difficulties as to make way 
-for the la{t,experiment he. can try — to 
turn mifer with na happinefs i in view but 
_what is to rife out of. the little defigns. 
“of a fordid mind, fet pon faving and 
fcraping up+— all he “has - injudicioully 
‘fpent.- ‘In this Jatt ftage — behold. him: 
poor trembling wretch, fhut up from 
‘all mankind — finking into utter con- 
tempt, {pending careful days and fleep- 
lefs nights in -purfujt of what a. narrow 
and contracted hearg can never enjoy = 
And here ket us leave him ta.the con- 
viction . he willonge day. find— That there 
— js no end of his Jabour—That his eyes. 
will never be fatisfied with riches, or will 
eo oot ee Bee fay 
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fay—For'whom: do I lebovr' ad bereave 
i Senha rat This j is alto fote' travel; 

a ee ete are, ee 

J believe this is no uneothimon“pidure 
of the difappointments of human fe: 
cand the mahner-our pleafures and enjoy- 
‘ments flip from under us “in every ftage 
“of our life. “And though T would not 

. be thought by it, as if I was denying 
the - ‘reality of pleafutres, difputing ‘the 
being of them, any moré, than.'one 
‘would, the reality of pain — Yer I mutt 
‘obferve on this head; thar there isa plain 
‘diftinétion ‘to be made betwixt. picafure 
and happinefs. - For: tho’ there ‘can be 
‘no happinefs without pleafure — yet the 
‘converfe of the propofition will not hold 
true.—We are fo-made, that from the 
* common grdtifieations of- our: appetites, — 
and the impreffions #f a thoufand objects, 
-' wé {natch the one, like-a tranfient gleam, 
> without being fuffered to tafte the other, 


C 3 and - 
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i enjoy that.. perpetual fun- fhine and 
fair weather which conftantly attend it. 
This, I contend, is only to be found in 


religion—-in the confcioufnefs of virtue ° 


—and the fure and certain hopes of a 


better life, which brightens all. our pro- 


~ fpeéts, and leaves no room to dread dif- 
+ appointments — becaufe the expectation 
of it is built upon a rock, whofe founda- 
tions are as deep 3 as thofe of heaven and 
nel 


kak tho? i in our pilgrimage free 
this world-—— fome of us may be {fo for- 
tunate as -to meet with fome clear foun- 
- tains by the way, that may cool for a 
few moments, the heat of this great 
thirft of happinefs —yet our Saviour, 
who knew the world, tho’ he enjoyed 
~ but little of it, tells us, that whofoever 
drinketh of this water will thirft again : 
. —and 


rey > 


f 
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-— and we all find by experience it is fo, 
and by reafon that it always muft be fo. 


I conclude with a fhort obfervation 
upon Solomon’s evidence in this cafe. 


Never did the bufy brain of a lean 
and hectick chymift fearch for the phi- 
lofopher’s ftone with more pains and ar- 
dour than this great man did after hap- 
pinefs. — He was one of the wifeft en- 
quirers into nature — had tried all her 
powers and capacities, and after a thou- 
fand vain fpeculations and vile experi- 


‘ments, he affirmed at length, it lay hid 


in no one thing he had tried — like the 
chymick’s projections, all had ended in 
{moak, or what was worfe, in vanity and 
vexation of fpirit: — the conclufion of 
the whole matter was this —that he ad- 
vifes every man who would be happy, to 
fear Gop and keep his commandments. 
C4 SE R- 
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The Houfe of Feafting 


AND 
The Houfe of Mourning 
- Defcribed. 
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EccLesiAaASTES VII. 2, 3: 


It is better to zo to the houfe of mourning, 
saat to tbe eis o feapting. - 


HAT J deny — but let us hear 

the wife man’s reafoning upon it 
— for that is the end-of all men, and the 
Living will lay it to his heart: forvew is 
better than laughter — for a crack’d- 
brain’d order of Carthufian monks, I 
grant, but not for men of the world: 
For what purpofe do you imagine, has 
Gop made us? for the focial fweets of 
the well watered vallies where he has 
planted us, or for the dry and difmal 
deferts of a Sierra Morena? are the fad 
accidents of life, and the uncheery hours 


3 which | 
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which perpetually overtake us, are they 
not enough, but we mutt fally forth in 
queft of them, — belie ‘our own hearts, 
and fay, as your text would have 
us, that they are better than thofe of 
joy? did the Beft of Beings fend us 
into: the world for this end — to go 
weeping through it,—to vex and forten 
a life fhort and vexatious enough already ? 
do you think my good preacher, that he 
who is infinitely happy,‘ can envy us our 
enjoyments? or that a being fo infinitely 
kind would grudge a mournful traveller, 
the fhort reft and refrefhments neceffary 
‘to fupport his fpirits through the ftages 
of a weary pilgrimage? or that he 
would call him to a fevere reckoning, 
becaufe in his way he had haftily fnatch’d - 
at t fome little fugacious pleafures, merely 

to fweeten this uneafy journey of life, 
and reconcile him to the ruggednefs of 


the 
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' the: road,- and’ the. many-hard juftlings 
he is fure to meet with?- Confider, I 
~befeech you, what provifion and. ac- 
_ commodation, the Author of, our be- 


"ing has prepared for us, that we might 


not go on our way, forrowing — how 
- Ipany caravanfera’s of reft — what pow- 
ers atid faculties. he has given us for ta- 
king it —- what apt objects he has placed 
in our way to entertain us;— fome of 
which he has made fo fair, - {0 exquifitely 


for this.end, that they. have power over ° 


us for a time to. charm away the fenfe.of 
pain, to cheer up the dejected. heart’ un- 
der poverty and ficknefs, and make it 
go and remember its. miferies-no.more,, , 


Iwill. not contend at prefent againft 
- this rhetorick ; I. would choofe rather for 
a moment to go on with the allegory, and 
‘fay we. are travellers, -and, in the moft 


. 
' 
. 6 


affecting ° 


ee | 
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. vaffeCting. fenfe of that idea, that like 
. travellers, though upon bufinefs of the 
Jaft and neareft concern to us, may furely 
be allowed to amufe ourfelves with the 
natural or artificial beauties of the coun- 
‘ try we are paffing through, without re- 
proach of forgetting the main errand we 
‘are fent upon; -and if we can fo order 
‘its as not to be led out of the way, by 
the variety of profpects, edifices, and 
ruins which follicit us, it would be a 
nonfenfical piece of faint: aye to ‘fut 
our eyes. 7 | 


But let us not lofe fight :of the wis 
ment in purfuit of the fimile. -- 


- Jet tus remember various as our ex- 
-curfions are, — that we have ftill fet our 
faces towards Jerufalem—that we have a 
"/place‘of reft and happinefs, towards which 
a we 
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we haften, and 'that-the way to get there 
as not fo much to pleafe our hearts, as 
to improve them in virtue; — that mirth 
and feafting’ are wfually no friends to ar- 
thievements’ of this -kind — but ‘that- a 
feafon of-' affliction is in forme: fort 4 
feafon: of' piety —‘not only becaufe our 
fufferings-are apt-to put us in mind of 
our fins, “but that-by the check and in- 
terruption which they give to our puré 
~ fuits, they allow'us what ‘the hurry and 
buftle of the world too often deny us,— 
‘and that is a little time for reflection 
-which is all that moft of us want to 
make us wifer and better men ; — that 
at certain times it 1s fo neceffary a. man’s. 
mind fhould be turned towards itfelf, that 
‘rather than ‘want “occafions, he had bet- 
‘ter purchafe them at the expence of his 
prefent happinefs. —. He had. better, as 
the text exprefies x, go-to. the boufe of 
mourning, where he will meet with fome- 


a, thing 
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ching to fubdue. his paffions, than-to. the 
houfe.of feafting, where the joy.and -gaity 
of the. place is likely. to excite them — 


-_ That whereas the. entertainments. and.ca- 


refies of the.one place, expofe his. heart 
and lay it open to temptations —the for- 
~ sows.of- the other defend. it, and. as na- 
turally fhut them from it. So ftrange 
and unaccountable a creature is man! he 
is fo framed, that he cannot but purfue 
happinefs — and yet unlefs he is made 
fometimies. miferable,’ how ‘apt is h¢. to 
miftake the way. which can. only lead 
him to. the ies aaa of his « own. 
wifhés, t ia . : 


7 This is the full force of the wife man’s. 
declaration. — But to do further juftice 
to his. words, I would: endeavour to. bring 
the fubject, ftill nearer.— For-which pur- 
~" it will be a to ftop here, 

) and, 
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and.take ‘a tranfient view. of the two’: 
places here referred to,— the houfe of - 
mourning, and the houfe of feafting. - 


Give me leave therefore, I befeech you, 
to recall both of them for a-moment, to 


your imaginations, that from thence I | 
may appeal to your hearts, how faith- . 
fully, and upon what good: grounds, the. - 
effects and natural operations. .of.each - 
upon our minds are intimated in the text. . 


feafting. — 
And ee, to be as fair and candid as 
poffible in the defcription of this, we 


will not take it from the worft Originals, — 
fuch as are opened merely for the fale of. 
virtue, — fo calculated for the end, . 


ere te 


ae - Meri? 
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SERMON IL 3r 


gives power fafely to drive onthe bar- - 
gain, but fafely to carry it into execu- ~ 
tion too. | ; 


‘This, we will not fuppofe to be the - 
cafe—nor let us even imagine, the houfé - 
of feafting, to ‘be fuch a fcene of intempe- — 
rance and excefs, as the houfe of feaft- 
ing does often exhibit ;— but let us take | 
it from one, as little exceptionable as we 
can — where there is, or at leaft appears 
nothing really criminal; — but where 
every thing feems to be kept within the © 
vifible bounds of moderation and fobriety. 


Imagine then, fuch a houfe of feaft- 
ing, where either by confent or invita- 
tion a number. of each fex is drawn toge-: 
ther for no other ‘purpofe but the enjoy- 


ment and mutual entertainment of each - 


other, which we will fuppofe fhall arife 
from 
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from no other pleafures but what cuftons 


authorifes, and religion does. not abfo- 
lutely forbid. 


t Before we enter — let ws examine,. 
what muft be the fentiments of each ins 


dividual previous to his arrival, and we 
fhall find that however . they. may. differ 


from one another in tempers and opini-. 


ons, that every one feems. to. agree in 
this — that as he is going to a houfe 
dedicated to.joy and mirth, ic -was fit he 
fhould diveft himfelf of whatever was: 


likely to contradidt that intention, or. be- 
inconfiftent with it. —- That for this. 


purpofe, he had left his cates — his {e- 
rious thoughts. — and his. moral reflec: 
tions behind. him, and was. come: forth 


from home with only fuch difpofitions. 
and gaiety of heart as fuited the occafioni. 
and _— the intended mirth and: 

oity: 


jollity of the place. With this-prepara-. 
tion of mind, which is as little as. can 
be fuppofed, fince ic will amount to no 
more than a defire in each to render. 
himfelf an acceptable gueft, — let us 
conceive therti efitering into the houfe of 
feafting, with hearts fet loofe from grave 
reftraints, and open to the expectations 
of receiving pleafure. It is not necef- 
fary, asI premifed, to bring intemperance 
into this fcene ——- or to fuppofe fuch an 
excefs in the gratification of the appetites . 
as fhall ferment the blood and fet. the 
defires in a flame: -—Let us admit no 
more of it therefore, than will gently 
ftir them, and fic them for the impref- 
fions which fo benevolent a commerce 
will naturally excite.’ In this difpofition 
thus wrought upon beforehand and al- 
xeady .improved to this purpofe, — rake 
notice, how oe the thoughts 

and 
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and {pirits rife — how foon, and infen- 
fibly, they are got above the pitch and 
firft bounds which cooler hours would 
have marked. ode ane 


- When the gay and Gniling afped ef 
things has begun to leave the paffages to 
a man’s heart thus thoughtlefsly un 
guarded ——-when kind and carefling leoks 
of every obje& without that can flatter 
his fenfes, have confpired with the ene- 
my within to betray him, and put him 
off his defence — when mufic likewife 
has lent her aid, and tried her power 
upon his paffions — when the voice. of 
finging men, and the voice of finging 
women with the found of the viol and the, 
Jute have broke in upon his foul, and in . 
fome tender notes haye touched the fecret, 
{prings of rapture — that moment let us 
difk& aad look inta his. heart — fee how 
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vain! how weak ! how empty a thing it 
ts! Look thfough its feveral receffes, — 
thofe’ pure manfions formed for the re- 
ception of innocence and virtue — fad 
Spectacle! Behold thofe fair inhabitants 
now difpofiefied — turried dut of their 
facred- dwellings: to. make roony — for 
what? — at the beft- for levity and ins 
difcretion'— perhaps for folly — it may 
befor more impure. guefts, which poffix 
bly in fo general-a. riot of the mind and 
fenfes may take occafion to. enter unfit 
ai the fame.time..  - - * > 
’ ie thigh 
‘In a fcene and difpoftion ‘thus de~ 
feribed — can. the moft cautious. fay — 
thus far fhall’ my defires go — and’ no. 
- farther ?or will the cooleft and‘ moft cir- 
eumfpeCt fay, when pleafure’ has taken: 
finll poffeffion of his heart, that no thought 
nor puspole’ fhall atifé there, which ‘he 
D 2. would, 
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would have concealed ?— In thofe loofe 
and unguarded moments the imagination 
is not always at command — in {pite of 
reafon and reflection, it will forceably 
carry him fometimes whither he would 
not — like the unclean fpirit, in the pa- 
rent’s fad defcription of his child’s cafe, 
which took him, and oft times caft him 
into the fire to deftroy him, and where- 
joever it taketh him, it teareth him, and 
hardly depatteth from him. | 


: But this, you'll fay, is the worft ac- 
‘count of what the mind may fuffer here. 


_ Why may we not,make more favour- 

able fuppofitions : ? — that numbers by 
exercife and cuftom to fuch encounters, 
Jearn gradually to defpife and triumph 
over them ; — that the ‘minds of many 
are not fo fatceptible of warm impref- 

fions, or fo badly £ fortified agairift them, 

7 that 


-_ 


—— 


SERMON IL 47 


that , pleafure fhould eafily cornipt or 
rig them '; — that it would be hard to 
fuppofe, of the great multitudes which 
daily throng and prefs into this houfe of 
feafting, but chat numbers come out of 
it again, with aif the innocence with 
which they entered ; — and that if both 
fexes are included in the computation, 
what fair examples fhall we fee.of many 
of fo pure and chafte a turn of mind— 
that the houfe of feafting, with all its 
charms and temptations, was-never able 
to excite a thought, or awaken. an iacli- 
nation which virtue need to blufh arc— 
.or which the moft {crupulous confcience 
might not fupport. God forbid we 
Should fay otherwife : — no doubt, num- 
bers of all ages efcape unhurt, and get 
off this dangerous fea without fhipwreck. 
Yet, are they not to be reckoned amongit 
the more fortunate adventurers? and , 
D3 ~~ __ though 
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though one would abfohitely prohibit 
the attempt, or be fo cynical as to con- 
-demn every one who tries it, fince there 
ate fo many I fuppofe who ‘cannot well 


do otherwife, ‘and whofe condition and 


fituation in life unavoidably force them 
upon it — yet we may be allowed to 
defcribe this fair and flattering coaft — 
‘we may point out the unfufpected dan- 
gers of it, and warn the unwary pafien- 
ger, where they lay. We may thew him 
‘what hazards his youth and inexperience 
will ran, how little he can gain by the 
venture, ‘and how much wwer and better 
‘it would be [ias is implied in the text} to 
feck occafions rather to improve his little 
-ftock of virtue than incautioufly expofe 
it to fo unequal a chance, where the beft 
he can hope is to return fafe with what 
“treafore he carried out — ber‘where pro- 
bably, he. = aa fo ungortunate as. to 
| | lofe 
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lofe it all — be loft himfelf, and undone 
‘for ever. 


- ‘Thus much for the houfe of - feafting ; 
which, . ‘by the way, though generally 
open at other times of the year through- 
gut the world, is fuppofed in chriftian 
countries, now every where to be. uni- 
verfally fhut up. And, in truth, I have. 
bee more full in my cautions againft ic, 
not only as. reafon requires, — but in 
Feverence to this feafon * wherein our 
hurch exacts. .a. more particular for- 
bearance. and felf-denial in. this.. point, 
and: thereby. adds to the reftraints.upon 
. pleafure..and entertainments. which ..this 
_seprefentation .of.. things has faggefed 

eenet — are | es 


‘Here rn i us-tHrn afide, ae this 
gay fcene;:and fuffer me,to- take -you 
taal D4 with 
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with me for a moment to one much fitter 
for your meditation. Let us go into the 
houfe of mourning, made fo, by fuch afflic- 
tions as have been brought in, merely by- 
the common crofs accidents and difafters 
towhich our condition is expofed,—-where 
perhaps, the aged parents fic broken 
hearted, pierced to their fouls with the 
folly and indifcretion of a thanklefs child 
= the child of their prayers, in whom 
all their hopes and expectations centred : 
<— perhaps'a more affecting fcene — a 
virtuous family lying pinched with want, 
where the unfortunate fupport of it, ha- 
ving long ftruggled with a train of mis- 


‘fortunes, and bravely fought up againft 


‘them — is now piteoufly borne down .at 
the laft — overwhelmed with a cruel 


i 


‘blow which no forecaft or frugality could 


“have prevented. — O Gop! look upon 
bis affiictions.—- Behold him. diftra&ted 
with 
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with many forraws, furronnded with the 
tender pledges af his love; and the part+ 
ner af ‘his cares — without bread to give 


-ghem, — unable, from the remembrance 
‘pf better days, to dig ;—to beg, afhamed: 


. When we enter into the houfe. of 


, Mourning fuch as this, — itis impoffible 


to infule the unfortunate even with an 
improper look -- under whatever levity 
and diffipation of heart. Such objects 
catch our eyes, — they catch likewife 
our attentions,. collect and call home our 
{cattered thoughts, and exercife them 


-with wifdom. A tranfient. fcene of di- 


ftrefs, fuch as is here fketch’d, how foon 
does it furnifh materials. tq fet the mind 
at work? how neceffarily does it engage 
jt to the canfideration of the miferies 
and misfortunes, the dangers and cala- 


_- mities to which the life of man is fubject. 


By 
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By holding. up fuch a glafs before. it, it 
forces the, mind to fee and reflect upon 
‘the vanity, + the perifhing condition: and 
uncertain tenure of every thing in this 
world. rom. reflections of this ferious 
caft, the thoughts infenfibly carry us 
farther — and from cenfidering, . what 
we are what kind of. world we live in, 
aad. what evils befall us in it, they fet 
us co look forwards at -what poffibly we 
_ thall be — for what kind of world we 
‘are intended — what evils may befall us 
there — and what provifion we fhould 
emake again{t them, here, whilft we have 
time and -epportunity. , 


If thefe leffons are fo infeparable from 
the houfe of mourning here fuppofed — 
we fhall find it a ftill more inftructive 
¥choal of wifdom when we. take a view 


of the plage in that more. affecting light — 


afi 
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in which the wife man feems ‘to confine 
_ itt -in.the text, in which, by the houfe‘of 
mourning, I believe, he means‘that par- 
ticular fcene of forrow where there is la- 
mentation and mourning sah the ead 


Tam j in hither, J befeech - you, eee a 
moment. Behold a dead man ready to 
be carried out, the orly.fon of his mo- 
ther,:and fhe a widow. Perhaps a more 
affecting fpectacle: — a kind. and an in: 
dulgent father of a. numerous family, 
lies breathlefs — fnatch’d away in the 
ftrength of his age — torn ih-an evil 
hour from his children and -the bofom 
of a Giconiolate wife, 


Behold — ceonis! of Bes cm ga= 
thered together to mix their tears, with 
-fettled forrow in their looks, going ‘héa- 
vily along to the houfe of mourning, to 

I per- 
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ne that lat melancholy office, which 
when the debt of nature is payed, we 
are called ‘Spon: to pay each orner: 


i this fad occafion which leads him 
there, has not done it already, take no- 
tice, to what a ferious and devout frame 
_ of mind every man is reduced, the mo- 
sient he enters this gate of afflidion, 
The buly and fluttering fpirits, which i in 


the houfe of mirth were wont to tranf- . 
port. ‘him from one diverting abject to 


another — fee how they are fallen! how 
peaceably they are laid! in this gloomy 
mantion full of thades and uncomfortable 
damps to feize the foul — fee, the light 
and eafy heart, which never knew what 


‘it was to think before, how penfive it is 


now, how foft, how fufceptible, how full 
‘of religious impreffions, how deeply it 
oe eae ee, OS 
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is {mitten with fenfe and with a love of 
virtue. Could we, in this crifis, whilft 
this empire of reafon and religion lafts, 
and. the heart is thus exercifed with wif- 
dom and bufied with heavenly contems 
plations — could we fee it naked as it 
is — {tripped of all its paffions, unfpotted 
by the world, and regardlefs of its plea- 
fures — we might then fafely reft our 
caufe, upon this fingle evidence, and — 
appeal to the moft fenfual, whether So- 
lomon has not made a juft determina- 
tion here, in favour of the houfe of 
mourning ?— not for its own fake, but 
as it is fruitful in virtue, and becomes 
- the occafion of fo much good.” ‘With-: 
out this end, forrow I own has! no uf, 
but to fhorten a man’s days — nor can 
gravity, ‘with all its ftudied folemnity 
of look and carriage, ferve any end but 
. to 


J) 
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to make one half of the world merry, 
and impofe upon the other. 


Confider what has been faid, and may 
Gop of his.mercy blefs you. Amen.. 
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LuKE xX. 36, 37. 


Which now of thefe three, thinkeft thou, 
was neighbour unto him that fel! amongft 
the thieves? — And he faid, he that 
feewed mercy on him. Then faid Fefus 
unto bim —»Go, and do thou likewife. 


N the foregoing verfes of this chap- 
ter, the Evangelift relates, that 2 
certain lawyer ftood up and tempted Je-. 
sus, faying, mafter, what fhall I do to 
inherit eternal life? —~ To which en- 
quiry, our Saviour, as his manner was, 
when any enfnaring queftion was put to 
Vou. I.” E him, 
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him, which he faw proceeded. more fromm 
a defign to entangle him, than’an honeft 
view of getting information — inftead: 
of giving a direct anfwer which ‘might. 
afford a handle to malice, or at beft ferve. 
only to gratify an impertinent humour —. 
he immediately retorts the queftion up- 
on the man who afked it, and unavoid- 
ably puts him upon. the neceffity of an- 
fwering hintfelf ;-—— and as in. the, prefent. 
‘cafe, the particular ‘profeffion of the en- 
quirer, and. his fuppofed general know- 
ledge of all other branches of learning,, 
left. no room to fufpect, he could be ig- 
norant of the. true: anfwer. to his. quef= 
tion, and efpecially. of what every one. 


knew was delivered upon. that head by- 


their great Legiflator, our Saviour. 
therefore refers him to his.own memory 
of what he had found there-in the courfe 


ef his ftudies —- What is written:in- the 


law, 
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Jaw, how readeft thou ? — upon whieh 
the enquirer reciting the general heads 
of our duty to Gop and Maw as. deli- 
~-vered in the 18th of Leviticus and the 
6th of ‘Deuteronomy, — namely —Féat 
we foould worfbip the Lord our God with 
all our hearts, and love our neighbour as. 

-ourfelves;. our bleffed Saviour tells him, 
_ he had anfwered right, and if he follow- 
ed that leffon, he could not fail of the 
bleffing he feemed defirous to inherit.— 
This do and thou fhalt live. 


- But he, as the context tell us, willing: 
to juftify himfelf — willing poffibly to 
gain more credit in the contference,. or 
hoping perhaps to hear fuch a partial. 
and narrow definition of the word 
neighbour as would, fuit his own: pringi- — 
ples, aad juitify fome particular oppref- 

<<. E2 fions 
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fions of his own, or thofe of which his 
whole order lay under an accufation — 
fays unto Jesus in the 29th verfe, — 
And who is my neighbour? though the 
demand at firft fight may feem utterly 
trifling, yet was it far from being fo in 
fact. For according as you underftood the 
term in a more or a lefs reftrained fenfe 
—— it produced many neceffary variations 
in the duties you owed from. that rela- 
tion. —Our bleffed Saviour, to rectify 
any partial and pernicious miftake in this 
matter, and place at once this duty of 
the love of our neighbour upon its true 
bottom of philanthropy and univerfal 
kindnefs, makes anfwer to the propofed 
queftion, not by any far fetch’d refine- 
ment from the fchools of the Rabbis, 
which might have fooner filenced than 
convinced the man — but by a direct 
appeal 
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appeal to human nature in an inftance he- 
relates of a man falling amoneft thieves, 
left in the greateft diftrefs imaginable, 
till by chance a Samaritan, an utter 
ftranger, coming where he was, by an 
act of great goodnefs and compaffion, 
not only relieved him at prefent, but 
took him under his protection, and ge- 
neroufly provided for his future fafety. 


On the clofe of which engaging ac- 
count —.our Saviour appeals to the 
man’s own heart in the firft verfe of the 
text — Which now of thefe three thinkeft 
thou was neighbour unto bim that felt 
among ft the thieves? and inftead of draw- 
ing the inference himfelf, leaves him to 
decide in favour of {6 noble a principle 
fo evidently founded in mercy. — The 
Jawyer, ftruck with the truth and juftice 
of the aoc ine, and frankly acknowledg- 

| ee | ing. 
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ing the force of it, our bleffed Saviour 
concludes the debate with a‘ fhort.admo- 
nition, that he would praétife what he 
had approved — and go, and imitate that 
fair example of univerfal benevolence 
which it had fet before him. | 


In the remaining patof the difcourte 


I fhall follow the fame plan; and there- ~ 


fore fhall beg leave to enlarge firft upon 
the tory itfelf, with fuch reflections as 


will rife from it; and conclude, as our . 


Saviour has done, with the fame exhor- 
tation to kindnefs and humanity which 
fo annaey falls from it. 


A certain man, fays our Saviour, 
went down from Jerufalem to Jericho and 
fell among thieves, who ftripped him of 
his rayment and departed, leaving him 

half dead. There is fomething in our 
| 2 a nature 
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mature which engages us to take part 
in every accident to which man is fub- 
ject, from what caufe foever it may 
have happened ; but in fuch calamities as 
a man has fallen into through mere mis- 
fortune, to-be charged upon no fault or 
indifcretion of himfelf, there is fome- 
‘thing then fo truly interefting, that at 
the firft fight we generally make them 
our own, not altogether from a refiec- 
‘tion that they might have been or may 
be fo, but oftener from a-certain gencro- 
fity and tendernefs of nature which dif- 
pofes us for compafion, abftraéted from 
ail confiderations of felf. So that with- 
‘out any obfervable act of the will, we 
fuffer with the unfortunate, and fecl a 
‘weight upon our fpirits we know not 
why, on feeing the moft common initan- 
ces of their diftrefs. But where the fpec- 
tacle is uncommonly tragical, and com- 

! E4 plicated 
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plicated with many circumftances of mi- 
fery, the mind is then taken captive at 
. Once, and, were it inclined to it, has no 
power to make refiftance, but furrenders 
itfelf to all the tender emotions of pity 
and deep concern. So that when one 
confiders this friendly part of our nature 
without looking farther, one would think 
it impoffible for man to look upon mi- 
fery, without finding himfelf in fome 
meafure attached to the intereft of him 
who fuffers it. — I fay, one would think 
it impoffible — for there are fome tem- 
pers — how fhall I defcribe them ? — 
formed either of fuch impenetrable mat- 
ter, or wrought up by habitual felfith- 

nefs to fuch an utter infenfibility of what 
becomes of the fortunes of their fellow- 
creatures, as if they-were not partakers 
of the fame nature, or.had no lot or con- 


nection at all with the fpecies. 
| Of 
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Of this character, our Saviour pro- 
duces two difgraceful inftances in the be- 
haviour of a prieft and a levite, whom in 
this. account he reprefents as coming to 
the place where the unhappy man was 
—both paffing by without either {tretch- 
ing forth a hand to affift, or uttering a 
word to comfort him in his diftrefs. 


~ And by chance there came down a 
certain prieft! — merciful Gop! thata 
teacher of thy religion fhould ever want 
humanity — or that a man whofe head 
might be thought full ofthe one, fhould 
have a heart void of the other! —This _ 
however wag the cafe before us — and 
though in theory one would fcarce fuf- 
pect that the leaft pretence to religion 
and an open difregard to fo main a part 
of it, could ever meet together in one 

perfon 
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perfon — yet in fact it is no fictitious 
character. , 


‘Look into the world — how often do 
you behold a fordid wretch, whofe ftraight — 
heart is open to no: man’s affliction, ta- 
king fhelter behind an appearance of 
piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion, which none but the merciful and 
compaffionate have a title to wear. Take 
notice with what fanctity he gocs te 
the end of his days, in the fame felfith 
track in which he at firft fet eut — turn- 
ing neither to the right hand nor to 
the left — but‘plods on — pores all his 
Kife long upon the ground, as. if afraid 
to look up, left peradventure he fhould 
fee aught which might turn him one 
moment out of that ftraight line where 
intereft is carrying him —-or if, by 
chance, he ftumbles upon a haplefs 


bad 
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object of diftrefs, which threatens fuch 
a difafter to him — like the man here 
reprefented, devoutly paffing by on the 
other. fide, as if unwilling to truft him- 
felf to the impreffions of nature, or 
hazard the inconveniences. which pity 
might lead him into upon the occafion. 


There is but one ftroke wanting in 
this picture of an unmerciful man to ren- 
der the character utterly odious, .and that 
our Saviour gives it in. the. following 
inftance he relates upon it. And like. 
wife, fays he, a Levite, when be was at 
the place, came and looked at him. .It was 
not a tranfient overfight, the hafty or ill 
advifed neglect of an unconfidering hu- 
mour, with which the beft difpofed are 
fometimes overtaken, and led on beyond 
the point where otherwife they would 
aes to ftop, —— No! = on the 

con- 
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contrary, it had all the aggravation of a 
deliberate act of infenfibility proceeding 
from a hard heart. When he was at the 
place, he came, and looked at him — 
confidered his misfortunes, gave time for 
reafon and nature to have awoke — faw 
the imminent danger he was in—-and the 
preffing neceflity of immediate help, 
which fo violent a cafe called aloud for 
—- and after all — turned afide and un- 


mercifully left him to all the diftreffes 


of his conditian. 


~ °In all unmerciful ations, the worft of 
men pay this compliment at Jeaft to hu- 
manity, as to endeavour to wear as much 
of the appearance of it, as the cafe will 
well let them — fo that in the hardeft 
aéts a man fhall be guilty of, he has. 
fome motives true or falfe always ready 
to-offer, either to fatisfy himfelf or. the 

hy - 43 world, 


SERMON IIL 61 


world, and, Gop knows, too often to 
inipofe both upon the one and the other. 
And therefore it would be no hard i.iat- 
ter here to give a probable guefs at what 
pafied in the Levite’s mind in the pre- 
fent cafe, and fhew, was it neceflary, by 
what kind of cafuiftry he fettled the 
mattergwith his confcience as he paffed 
by, and guarded all the paffages to his 
heart againft the inroads which pity 
might attempt to make upon the occa- 
fion. — But it is painful to dwell long 
upon this difagreeable ‘part of the ftory ; 
I therefore haften to the concluding inci- 
dent of it, which is fo amiable that one 
cannot eafily be too copious in reflections 
upon it.— And behold, fays our Savi- 
OUR, a certain Samaritan as he journeyed 
came where he was; and when he faw 
him he had compaffion on him — and 
went to him —- bound up his wounds, 

pouring 
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pouring in oil and wine — fet him upon. 
his own beaft, brought him to an inn: 
and took care of him. I fuppofe, it 
wil: be fcarce neceffary here to remind 
you that the Jews had no dealings with 
the Samaritans —an old religious grudge: 
— the worft of all grudges, had wrought 
fuch a diflike between both people, that 
they held themfelves mutually diftharged 
not only from all offices of friendfhip 
and kindnefs, but even from the moft 
common aéts of coursefy and good 
manners. ‘This operated fo ftrongly in 
our Saviour’s time, that the woman 
of Samaria feemed aftonifhed that he, 
being a Jew, fhould a& water of her 
who was a Samaritan —fo that with 
fuch a prepoffeffion, however diftrefsful 
the cafe of the unfortunate man was, 
and how reafonably foever he might plead 
for pity from another man, there was 


little: 
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Kittle aid or confolation to be looked for 
from fo unpromifing a quarter.. Alas } 
after I have been twice paffed by, negletied 
by men of my own nation and religion bcund 
by fo many ties to affift me, left bere friend~ 
lefs and unpitied both by a Prieft and Le- 
vite, men whofe profefion and fupericr ad-~ 
vantages of knowledge could not leave them 
in the dark in-what manner they foould. dif~ 
_ charge this debt which my condition claims 
—after this—what Lopes? what expééta~ 
tions from a@ paffenger, not only a ftranger, 
— but a Samaritan releafed from all obli- 
gations to me, and by a national diflike in- 
flamed by mutual ill offices, now made my-. 
enemy, and more likely to rejoice at the evils 
which have fallen: upon me, than to firetch 
forth a band to fave me from them. | 


°Tis no unnatural foliloquy to ima- 
gine; but the actions of generous and 
_— com-~ 
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compafiionate tempers baffle all little 
reafonings about them. — True charity, | 
in the apoftle’s defcription, as it is kind, 
_ and isnot eafily provoked, fo it manifefted 
this character — for we find when he 
came where he was, and beheld his di- * 
{trefs,—all the unfriendly paffions, which 
at another time might have rofe within 
him, now utterly forfook him and fled: ~ 
when he faw his misfortunes —he forgot 
‘his enmity towards the man, — dropped 
all the prejudices which education had. 
planted againft him, and in the room of 
them, all that was good and compaifio- 
nate was fuffered to fpeak in his behalf. 


In benevolent natures the impulfe tq 
pity is fo fudden, that like inftruments 
of mufic which only obey the touch —~ 
the objects which are fitted to excite fuch 
impreffions work fo inftantaneous an ef- 
fect, that you would think the will was 

{carce’ 


t 
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{carce concerned, and that the mind was 
altogether paffive in the fympathy which 
her own goodnefs has excited. The 
truth is, — the foul is generally in fuch 
cafes fo bufily taken up and wholly en- 
groffed by the object of pity, that 
fhe does not attend to her own ope- 
rations, or take leifure to examine the 
principles upon which fhe acts. So that 
the Samaritan, though the moment he 
faw him he had compaffion on him, yet 
fudden as the emotion is reprefented, you 
are not to imagine that it was mechani- 
cal, but that there-was a fettled principle 


of humanity and goodnefs which operated 


within him, and influenced not only the 
firft impulfe of kindnefs, but the conti- 
nuation of it throughout the reft of fo 
engaging a behaviour. And becaufe it 
is a pleafure to look into a good mind, 
and trace out as far as one is able what 

Vo... 8 F piles. 
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paffes within it on fuch occafions, I thall 
beg leave for a moment, to ftate an ac- 
count of what was likely to pafs in his, 
and in what manner fo diftrefsful a cafe 
would neceffarily work upon fuch a dif- 
pofition, 


As he approached the place where the 
unfortunate man lay, the inftant he be- 
held him, no doubt fome fuch train of 
reflections as this would rife in his mind. 
“© Good God! what a fpectacle of mi- 
‘‘ fery do I behold — a man ftripped of 
¢ his raiment — wounded — lying lan- 
‘* cuifhing before me upon the ground: 
. jutt ready to expire, — without the’ 
‘* comfort of a friend to fupport him in. 
‘© his laft agonies, or the profpect of a 
*© hand to clofe his eyes when his pains 
“are over. But perhaps my concern 
“ fhould leffen when IJ reflect on the re- 

| § lations 
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ce “lations i in which we ftand to each other 


ce 


<¢ 


é 


46 


66 


« —that he is 2 Jew and I a Samaritan. 
— But are we not ftill both men? 
partakers of the fame nature — and 
fubje&t to the fame evils? — let me 
change conditions with him for a 
moment and confider, had his lot 
befallen me as I journeyed in the way, 
what meafure I fhould have expected 
at his hands, — Should I wif when 


he beheld me wounded and half- dead, 


that he fhould fhut up his bowels of. 
compafiion from me, and double the 
weight of my miferies by paffing by 
and leaving them unpitied ? — But I 
am a ftranger to the man—be it fo,— 
but. I am no ftranger to his condition © 
— misfortunes are of no particular 
tribe or nation, but belong to us all, 
and have a general claim upon us, 
without diftinétion of climate, country 
F 2 *< or 


6 SERMON IIL 


‘or. religion, . _ Befides, “though L am 
‘a. ftranger —— "tis no fault of his 
that T do not know him, and there- 


fore. unequitable he fhould fluffer by 
it: —Had I known him, poffibly 
I fhould have had caufe to Jove and 
pity him the. more — for aught I 
know, he is fome one ‘of uncommon 
merit, whofe life is rendered ftill more 
precious, as the lives and happinefs 
of others may be involved in it: per- 
haps at this inftant that he lies here 
forfaken, in all this milery, a’ whole 
virtuous family is joyfully looking for 


_his return, and affectionately count- 
_ing the hours of his delay. Oh! did 
© they know what evil hath befallen him 


—-.how would they fy to fuccour 


him. — Let me then haften to fupply 
thofe tender offices of binding up his 


wounds, and carrying him to a place 
< of 


a 
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** of fafety — or if that affiftance comes - 
- too late, I fhall comfort him at leaft 
‘in his laft hour — and, if Ican do 
oy nothing elfe, —I fhall foften his mis- 


. ‘+ fortunes by dropping a tear of ‘pity 
aes over them.” 


"Tis. almott neceffary to imagine the 


- good Samaritan was influenced by fome 
. -fuch thoughts as thefe, from the uncom- 
-mon generofity of his behaviour, which 
ds reprefented by our SAVIOUR operating 
.. like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed 
.. with the affeCtionate difcrétion and ‘care 
«Of a parent, who was not fatisfied ‘with 
», taking him under his protection, and 
;  fapplying his prefent wants, but in look- 
...,, ing forwards for him, and taking care 
- that his wants fhould be fupplied “when 

ie he fhould be gone, and no > longer hear to 


, ens him. | | 
m F3 ee is ‘I think 
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_ [think there needs ne ftronger argu- 
ment co prove how unijverfally and deep- 
- Jy the feeds of this virtue of compaffion 
are planted in the heart of man, thanin 
the pleafure we take in fuch reprefenta- 
tions of it: and though fome men have 
reprefented human nature in other co- 
jours, (though to what end I know not) 
that the matter of fact is fo ftrong againt 
them, that from the general propenfity 
to pity the unfortunate, we exprefs that 
fenfation by the ward Aumenity, as if it 
was infeparable from our nature. That 
it is not infeparable, 1 have allowed in 
the former part of this difcourfe, from 
fome reproachful inftances of felfith tem- 
_ pers, which feem to take part in nothing 
beyond themfelves ; yet I am perfwaded 
and affirm ’tis ftill fo great and noble 3 
part of our nature, that a man muft do 
great violence to himfelf, and fuffer many 


@ pain- 
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&@ painful conflict, before he has brought 
himfelf to. a different difpofition. 


-*Fia obfervable in. the foregoing ac- 
count, that when the prieft came to. the 
place where he was, he paffed by on the 
other fide.» he might have padied by, 
you'll fay, .without turning afide. —-No, 
there is a fecret fhame. which» attends. 
every act of inhumanity nor to be cen-- 

quered in the hardeft natures; fo that, as 
in other cafes, fo efpecially in this, many 
aman will do a cruel act, who at the 
fame time would blufh to look you in: 
the face, and is forced to turn afide be- 
fore he can have a heart t0. execute his 


puspole, 


- Inconfiftent creature that man is ea 
ac that inftant that he does what j is wrongs, 
Fe. .... & 
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is not able to withhold his -teftimony ta 
what is good and praife worthyi: «+4 
I have now done with the parable, 
which was the firft part propofed to be» 
confidered in this difcourfe; and fhould: 
proceed to the fecond, which fo naturally. 
falls from it, of exhorting you, ‘as our: 
Saviour did the. lawyer upon, it, to ge 
and do fo likewife: but I have been fo 
copious in my reflections upon the ftory. 
itfelf, chat I find.I have infenfibly incor- 


porated into them almoft all that I fhould. 


have {aid here in recommending fo ami- 
able an example; by which means ] have 
unawares anticipated the tafk I propofed. 


I fhall therefore detain you no, longer. 


than with a fingle remark upon the fab- 
ject in general, which is this, ?Tis ob- 
fervable in many places of fcripture, that, 
our bleffed SAVIOUR in defcribing the 

I . day 


Sn 


SERMON II. 7 
day of judgment does it in fuch a man- 
ner, as if the great enquiry then, was 
to relate principally to this one virtue of 
compaffion — and as if our final fen- 
tence at that folemnity was to be pro- 
nounced exactly according to the degrees 


of it. JI was a hungred and ye gaveme~ - 


meat — thirfty and ye gave me drink —. 
naked and ye cloathed me — I was fick 
and ye vifited me — in prifon and ye 
came unto me. Not that we are. to 
imagine from thence, as if any other 
good or evil action fhould then be over- 
looked by the eye of the All-feeing Judge, 
but barely to intimate to us, that a cha- 
ritable and benevolent difpofition is fo 
principal and ruling a part of a man’s— 
character, as to be a confiderable teft by 
itfelf of the whole frame and temper of 
his mind, with which all other ~— a 
: an 
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and vices -refpettively rife and fall, and 


will almoft neceflarily be connected. —- 
‘Tell’ me therefore of a compaffionate 


man, you reprefent to me a man of a 
thoufand other good qualities -— on 
‘whom I can depend — whom I may 
fafely truft with my wife — my chil- 
dren, my fortune and‘ reputation. °Tis 
for this, as the apoftle argues from the 
fame principle — that he will not com- 
mit adultery —— that he will not kill — 
that he will not fteal — that he will not 
' bear falfe witnefs. That is, the forrows 
which are ftirred up in mens hearts by 
fuch trefpaffes are fo tenderly felt by a 
<compaffionate man, that it i$ not in his 
power or his nature to commit them. 


So that well might he conclude, that 
charity, by which he means, the love 
a | to 
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to your neighbour, was the end of the 


commandment, and that whofoever. ful- 
filled it, had fulfilled the law. | 


' - Now to Gop, &c. Amen. 
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SELF KNOWLEDGE. 


—— 
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z2 SAMUEL. Xil. 7. sft part. | 
And Nathan faid unto David thou art the 


Man. 


HERE is no hiftorical paffage 

in fcripture, which gives a more 
remarkable inftance of the deceitfulnefs 
of the heart of man to itfelf, and of how 
ttle we truly know of ourfelves, than 
this, wherein David is convicted out of 
his own mouth, and is led by the pro- 
phet to condemn and pronounce a fevere 
judgment upon another, for an act of 
injuftice, which he had paffed over in 
himfelf, and poffibly reconciled to his 
own confcience. To know one’s felf, 


_one would think could be no very diffi- 


cult 
3 
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cult leffon ; — for who, you'll fay, can 


well be: rruly-ignorant of himfelf and the _ 


trug difpofition of his own heart. “If a 
man thinks at all, he cannot.be a ftran- 
ger to what “pafles there — he mut be 
 $0nfeious: of his own thoughts’ and ‘de- 
fires, he muft remember his paft pur- 
fuits, and the true fprings and motives 
which-in’ géneral’ have ‘difected the ac- 
tions of his life: he may hang out falfe 
colours and deceive the world, but how 
can aman deceive himfelf? That a man 
can — is evident, becaufe he daily does 
fo. — Scripture tells us, and gives us 


many hiftorical proofs of it, befides this ~ 


to which the text refers — that the heart 
of man is treacherous to itfelf and de- 
ceitful above all things; and experience 
and every hour’s ‘commerce with the 
world. confirms the truth. of this feeming 
paradeox,- ‘* That though man is the 
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‘< only creature endowed with reflection, 


and confequently qualified to know. 
the moft of himfelf — yet fo it hap- 
pens, .that he generally knows the 
leaft — and with all the power which, 
Gop has given, him of turning his 
eyes inwards upon himfelf, and taking - 
notice of the chain of his own thoughts . 


' and defires — yet in fact, is generally. 


fo inattentive, but always fo partial 
an obferver of what paffes, that he is 


_as much, nay often, a much greater 


ftranger to. his own difpofition and - 
true character than all the world be- 


fides.” 


By what means he is brought under fo e 


manifeft a delufion, and how he fuffers | 
himfelf to be fo grofly impofed upon -ia — 
a point which he is capable of knowing 
fo much better than others, is~not hard 
. Vor. I. G fo 
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90 give an account of, nor need we feck 
fasther for it, than amongf. the. caufes 
which-are. every day perverting his rea- 
fon and mifleading him. - We are de- 
ecived in judging of ourfeives, joi as 
-we are in judging of other things, when 
@-paffions and: inclinations are called 
in as counfeHors, and we fuffer ousfelves 
to fee and reaion juft fo far and no far- 
“ther than they give us leave. ‘How hard 
-do' we find’ it to pafs an equitable and 
found judgment in a matter where our 
“-4ntereft is deeply concerned ?—— and even 
‘where’ there iy the remoteft confiderations 
of félf;-conneéted with the point before 
‘us; what a ftrange bias does it hang up- 
‘bh our minds, and how difficult is .i¢ to 
difengage our judgments entirely from 
_ it? with what reluctance are we ‘brought 
to think evil of a friend’ whom we have 
‘Jong loved and. efteemed," and though 


y - there 
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there - happens: to be ftrong appearances 
' #eaintt him, how apt are we te overlook 
er’ put favourable: conftructions. upen 
thern,: and: ever. fometimes,. when our 
teal and frieridthip tran{port us; to-.affign 
‘the: beft: and kindeft motives for the 
iwortt and moot er = of his 
ee : 


-_“Wevare fill nk caluitts, ae the 

idacest is propartionably ftronger witha 
sDrany when he is going to judge of. him- 
$elf + that. deareft -of all parties, —.fo 
-dlofelyconneéted with him -~.fo mych 
-and fo long beloved —of. whom he has 
fo early conceived the higheft opinion 
ard efteem, and with whofe merit he has 
‘albalong; no doubt, found -fo much. — 
‘yeafor.to be contented. It is not an ealy. 
miatter tobe fevere; where there is fuch 
an impulfe to be kind, or to efface at 

G2 once 


84 SERMON W. 


once.all the tender impreffions 3 in favour 
of fo old a friend,.. which difable us. from 
thinking. af. him, as he is, and fecing 
him in the light, may be, j in which Ro, 
ons ells. ee ee Se Sag 
4 
= Soithet cea ae this ingwledoes 
of .one’s-felf may appear at firft fight, ip 
is-otherwife when we .come to examine, 5 
' Gince rep: only in pra@ice.but. even: in 
fpeculation and theory, we find it one of 
the hardeft and moft painful leffons. 
Some of the catlieft inftrucors of -man- 
kindl,:-no: doubt, found jt.fo too,..and for 
that weafon, » feon. faw..the neceffity. of. 
haying: fuch @ {trefs upon this great. pre- 
cept sof felf. knowledge, which for .izs 
excellent: wifdom. and .ulefulnefs, :mang. 
of them fuppofed sa: be a. diving...direcy 
tion ¢ thatit came: down, fram . Heaven, 
anne the whole circle both | 
of 
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of knowledge and the duty of man. And 
indeed their zeal might eafily be ‘allowed 
in fo high an encomium upon the attain 
ment of a virtue, the want of which fo 
often baffled their inftru€tions, ‘and ren- 
dered their endeavours of reforming the 
heart vain and ulelefs. For who could 
think of. a reformation. of the ‘faults 
Within him, who knew. not where they 
bay, or could fet about correCting, ‘till he 
had firft come to a fenfe of ie defects 
which bi ada it. : 


‘But this was a point in poner ea~ 
fier recommended by public ‘inftruétors 
than fhewn how to: be put in practice, 
and' therefore others, who equally fought: 
the reformation of mankind, obfervi 
that this direé&t road which led to i was — 
guarded on‘ ‘all fides by felf-love, and 
odin ae hid alifficuls of ‘open acs 


G30 of, 
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eefs, foon. found out that’ a different dnd 


more artful courfe was requifite ; as they 
had not ftrength to, remove this flatter 


ing paffion which ftood in their way _ 


and blocked up all the paffages to. the 
heart, they endeavoured by ftratagem to 
get beyond it, and by a fkilful addrefs, 
if poffible, to deceive it. This gave rife 
to the early manner of Conveying their 
inftructions in parables, fables, and fuch 
fort of indirect applications, which, tho’ 

they could not conquer this principle of 
felf-love, yet often laid it afleep, or at 
leaft over-reached i it for a few moments, 


call a es ee could be — 


; | The. prophet Nathan ews to hive 
“been a great mafter in this way of ‘ad- 
drefs. David had greatly difpleaféd Gop 
by two grievous fins which he had com- 
mitted, and” the Prophet  commiffion 
_ was 
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was to go and bring him toa convic- 
“tion of them, and touch his heart with 
a fenfe. of guilt for what ‘he had dong 
_— the honour and life of Uriah. 

| "The holy 1 man knew, co was it any 
* one’s cafe but David’s own, no man 
would have been fo quick- fighted i in dif- 
cerning, the nature of the, injury; — 

more ready to haye redreffed it, or who 
“would have felt more compaffion for the 
' party who had fudered it, than he him- 
.felf, ih th, sae yathch 

., Inftqad therefore of declaring the real: 
intention of his errand, by a direct. ac-: 
cufation and reproof for the crimes. he: 
had committed ; he comes to him with 
a fititious complaint of a cruel. act: of: 
_ Agjuftice done by another, and accord-: 
ingly he frames a cafe, not. fo parallel. 
SSdpigsnsa 222 ‘Ga “to 
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to David’s as he fuppofed sould awaken 
his {ufpicion, and prevent: a. patient ‘and 
candid hearing, and yet not fo void of 
refemblance in the main circumftanees; 
as to fail of ftriking him, when fhewn 


in a proper light. 


And N athan came and faid unto him, 
7 There were two men In one city, .the. 
‘* one rich and the other poor —the rich , 
««'man. had exceeding many flocks and 
‘< herds, but the poor man had nothing, ; 
** fave one Jittle ewe lamb which he had. 
- bought and nourifhed up—and it prew.. ° 
** up together with him and with his 
“* children — it did eat-of his own meat, 
‘s and. drank of his own cup, and lay 
“* in his bofor, and was unto. him as q:: 
“s daughter - — and there came_a traveller: 
“ unto-the -rich man, and he {pared to .. 


i take of his own flock and of his awn’. 


“ herd 
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* herd to drefs for the wayfating’ man 
_ *© that was core unto him, but took: the 
*. poor mari’s lamb and drefied it for the 
$©man that was come unto him.” ”. * 
hea OS ee ee OE Be re tiers aa 
The cafe was drawn up with great 
Judgment and beauty — the feveral mi- 
nate circumftances which heightened: the 
injury truly affecting — a and fo ftrongly 
urged, that it would have been impof- 
- fible for any man with a previous fenfe, 
of guilt upon his ‘mind, ‘to have de, 
fended himfelf from forme degree of ie- - 
morfe, which it rt seat A jhe ex- 
cited. ° 
‘The ‘ii though it fpoke’ valy of 
_ the injuftice and oppreffive act of an-' 
. other ‘man — yet it pointed to what ‘he’ 
had lately done hinifelf, “with all the’ 
circumftances ‘ofits’ aggravation — and* 
ae withal, 
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witha], the whole, was fo tenderly -ade 
dreffed to the heart and paSions,.as_ to 
kindle at ohce the utmoft borror and.1 iDe 
dignation. nd fait did, — but net 
again{t the proper perfon. In his tranf- 
port he. forgot himfelf his anger 
greatly kindled againft the man — and 
he faid unto Nathan, ‘“ _As the Lord 
* liveth, the man that hath done this 
<< thing,. ‘hall furely die, and he ‘thall 
‘© reftore. the lamb fourfold, becaufe he 
“ ‘did - shing and becaufe he bad no 
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oe © 2... as 

icc can fe be doubted here, bie 
that David’s anger was rea/, and that he 
was.what the appeared. to be, greatly 
provoked and. exafperated againit; the: 
offender: and, indeed, his-fentence againtt. 
him proves he was; fo above. mea‘ure.. 
For to — the maa, with deaths. and, 
. ob- 


c 
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oblige him’ to reftore fourfold befides, 
“was highly unequitable, and not only 
difproportioned to the offence, but’ far 
above the utmof rigour-and fevetity ‘of 

‘the law, which: Biowed: a: much = fofter 
‘attonement, requiring: in futh a eafe, no 
more than‘an ample reftitutign and re+ 
‘compence in kind. The judgment how- 
ever, feems to have been wuly fincere 
and well’ meant, and befpoke rather: the 
honeft rafhnefs of an unfufpicious judge, 
than the cool determination ‘of a’ con- 
{cious and guilty man, who knew he was 
Boing | to. pafs fentence “upon — 
4 a 
I. he notice of this: tiie -bey 
taute it places this inftance of felf deteie, 
which isthe fubject of the difcourfe, “in 
the ftrongeft light, and fully demoniftrates 
-the truth of a fact in this great man, 
— happeris every day amongft our- 
: felves, 
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felves, namely, that a man may be guilty 
of very ‘bad'‘and difhoneft aétions, and 
‘yet refle@ fo'little, or {6 partially, ‘upon’ 
what he has done, as to Keep his “eori~' 
fcience free, fot only froti guilt, bor. 
even the temoteft fulpicions, that he 
is the man which in truth ‘he-is, and’ 
what the tenor and evidence of" his ‘lifé 
demonftrate. If we look into the world 
e~ David’s is no uncommon café — we 


{ee fome one or other perpetually copy- 


ing this bad: original, fitting in judg: 
ment upon -himfelf — hearing his own 
caufe, andi not knowing what he is do; 
ing; hafty in paffing fentence, and eveh 
executing it too with wrath upon the: 
perfon of another, when in the language’ 
of ‘thé phophet, one’ might fay ‘to him 
with rates . thou art nade man.” 


EE Ee ee ee ree a ENA 
— ee — 
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” Of the. many revengeful, Govetous, 
falle. and ill-natured perfons. which we 
complain of in. the warld, ‘though we 
all.join..in the. cry againft them,. ia 
san amongft us fingles out himfelf as a, 
criminal, ow ever.once takes it into his 
head that. he. adds to the qugber . i— EF 
where i is there. a. man fo bad, who: would, 
not think i the. hardett and moft, unfair 
imputation to. haye. any .of thofe vats 
cular vices laid. to his charge: Ci face BS 
‘If If he has _ areca never + fo. one 
upon him, which -he. would, pranpunce. 
infallible in another, they. are, indications, 
of no fuch malady in himfelf.-— He fees. 
what no once. elfe. feesy. fome :fecret. and, 
Battering. gircumftances--in: his. favor, 
which no doubt make a wide difference 
betwixt his cafe and the parties which he 
condemns. | _ 
3 What 
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‘What ‘other man {peaks fo often and 
vehechently againft the vice of pride, -fers 
the weaknefs of it in 2 more odious light, 
or is more hurt with it in another; than 
the proud man himfelf ? ‘It is ‘the fame 
with the paffionate, the defigning, -the 
ambitious, aad fome other common cha- 
raéters in life; and being a confequence of 

_ the nature of:fuch vices, -and almoft in- 
feparable from them, the effects of -it ane 
generally fo profs and abfurd, that: where 
pity does-hot forbid, ’tis pleafant to ob- 
ferve and trace the cheat through the fe- 
veral: turns -and windings of the heart, 
and derecét.it through: all the fhapes and 
er iio it = om os, 


‘ Next to thefe inftances of felt decuit 
and utter ignotance of our true difpof- 
tion and character, which appears in not 
feeing that in ourfelves which fioeks' us 

; . in 
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in another :man, ~ there is: another fpe- 
cies ftill, more dangerous‘ and deluirve, 
and which the more guarded perpetually 
fall into from the judgments they make 
of different vices, according to their age 
and complexion, and the various ebbs 
and flows of their paffions and defires... 

To conceive this, let any man look 
into his own heart, and obferve in how 
different:a degree of deteftation, num- 
bers of actions ftand. there, though:equal- 
Jy bad and vicious in: themfelves: he 
will foon find that -fuch- of them, as 
ftrong inclination or cuftom has promp- 
ted him to commit, are generaily drefled 
out, and painted with all the falfe beau- 
ties which a foft and flattering hand carl 
give them; and that the others, to which 
he. feels no propenfity, appear at once 
naked and deformed;  furrounded . with 


all 
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all aoe of their. _— 
and difhonour. _ ; 


. When David “farprized Saul Aeeping, | 
in the cave, and cut off the. fkirt of. his: 
robe, ‘ we yead,. his heart fmate him for 
what. he had done — ftrangg | it {mote: 
him not in the matter of Uriah, where- 
it had fo much. ‘Stronger reafon to take 
the alarm, — A whole year had almoft 
paffed from the firft commiffion of that,. 
injuftice, to the time the. prophet was. 
fent to reprove him — and we read not. 
once of any remorfe or compunétion of, 
heart for what.he had done; and it =is - 
not to be doubted, had. the fame pro-.. 
phet met.him when he was returning up ; 
out of the cave — and. told him, that. 
fcrupulqus and confciéntious as he then 
feemed . and theught himfelf. to be, 
that he was deceiving himfelf, and was - 
ees ao i ¢apa- 
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capable of committing: the foulelt and 
moft difhonourable actions; — that he 
fhould one day murder a faithful and a 
valiant fervant, whom he ought ‘in juftice 
to have loved and honoured, — that he 
fhould without pity firft wound him in 
the tendereft part, by taking away his 
deareft poffefion,—and then unmerciful- 
ly and treacheroufly rob him of his life.— 
Had Nathan in a prophetic fpirit foretold 
to David, that he was capable of this, and 
- that he fhould one day actually do it, and 
from no other motive but the momentary 
gratification of a bafe and unworthy 
paffien, he would have received the pre- 
diction with horror, and {aid poffibly with 
‘Hazael upon juft fuch another occafion; — 
and with the fame ignorance of’ himfelf 
—— What? is thy fervant a dog that he 
foould do this great thing, And yet in 
ail likelihood,..at that. very. time there 

Vou. «© H ‘Wanted 
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wanted nothing: but the fame degree pf 
temptation, and the fame opportunity, to . 
induce him to the fin which aes 


- overcame .him. 


.. Fhus the-cafe ftands with 'us | Aull, 
When the paffions are warmed, -and the 
fin which prefents itfelf exactly tallies to 
the defire, obferve how impetuoufly a man 
will. rufh.into it, .and act againft all prin- 
ciples .of .honour, juftice and.mercy..—. 
Talk.to.him the moment after.upon.the 
nature of another vice to which he. is not, 
addiéted,, and .from which perhaps his 
age, his temper, or rank in _life fecure 
him ——.take. notice, how well he reafons 
with what equity he determines — 
what an .honeft indignation and fharp- 
nefs he expreffes againft-it,.and how in- 
fenfibly his anger kindles againft the man 
who hath.done «this thing. 
oe ‘Thus 
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Thus. are: we nice in ‘grains. and. | 
fcriples — but knaves “in matters. of 
a-pound weight — every day ‘ftraining. 
at gnats, yet {wallowing camels—mifera-. 
bly cheating ourfelves, and torturing 
our reafon to bring us in fuch a report of 
the- fin .as fuits the — = and 
apeanANen: : nN 


, - Moft of us are aware of and pretend. 
to deteft the barefaced inftances of that. 
hypocrify by which men deceive. others,, 
but few of us are upon our guard or fee 
that more fatal hypocrify by which. we 
deceive and over-reach our own hearts. 
Tt is a’ flattering and dangerous diftem-~ 
per, which has undone thoufands — we 
bring the feeds of it along with us into 
the world — they intenfibly grow ‘up 
with us from our childhood — they lye 
Bong concealed and undifturbed, and have 

H 2 gene- 
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generally got fuch deep root ja. our na 
tures by the time we are come to. years. 
of underftanding and refleftion, that it 
requires all we have got to defend hae 
felves from their effects. ' 


To make the cafe {till worfe on our 
fides, tig with this as with every grie- 
vous diftemper of the body — the reme- 
dies are dangerous and doubtful, in pro- 
portion, to our miftakes and ignorance 
ef the eaufe : for in the inftances of 
felf- deceit, ‘though the head is fick, and 
the whole heart faint, the patient feldom 
knows what he ails : — of all the things 
we know and learn, this neceffary know- 
edge comes to us oe laft. 


“Upon ota principles it happens thus, 

I have endeavoured to lay open in the 
firft part of this difcourfe ; which I coné 
clude 
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clude with a ferious exhortation to ftrug- 
gle againft them ; which we’ tan only’ 
hope to do, by converfing more and” 
oftener with ourfelves, than the bufinefS’ 
and diverfions of the world generally 
give us leave. 


* We have’ a’chain of thoughts, defires, 
engagements and idleneffes; which perpes 
tually return upon us in their proper time 
and order,— let us, I befeech you, affign 
and fet apart fome {mall portion of the! 
day for this purpofe — of retiring into ° 
ourfelves, and fearching into the dark’ 
corners and receffes of the heart, ‘and ' 
taking notice of what is paffing’ there. ‘ 
If ‘a man can bring himfelf to do this” 
tafk with a curious and impartial eye, 
he will quickly find the fruits of it will 
amore than recompenfe his time and Ia-_ 

| iu 3 ; bour. 
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bour. He will fee feveral irregularities 
and unfufpected paffions within “him. 
which he never was aware of,— he will 


difcover in his progrefs many fecret turns. . 


and windings in his heart to which he 
was a ftranger, which now ‘gradually 
open and difclofe themfelves to him up- 
on a nearer view; in thefe labyrinths he 


will trace out fuch hidden fprings and 


motives for many of his moft applau- 
ded actions, as will make him rather 
jorry, and afhamed of himfelf, than 
proud. : 


In a word, he will underftand Sis 
errors, and then fee the neceffity, with 
David, of imploring Gop to cleanfe 
him from his fecret faults — and with 


fome hope and confidence to fay, with. 


this great man, after his conviction — 


30. < Try. 


——— 
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‘Try me, O Gop! and feek the ground | 
“ of my heart,— prove me and examine 
-4¢ my thoughts, — look well if there be 
© any way” of wickednefs in me, and lead: 
“me in the way everlafting.” 


"Now to Gop the Father, &c. &. 
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A CHARITY SERMON. 


~~ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


TAHIS Sermon, with the 

following Dedication. to. 
the Lord. Bifhop of Car/ifle, 
then Dean of York, was prin- 
ted fome Years ago, but was 
read by very few; it is there- 
fore reprinted in this collec- 
tion.. 


i) 


ye 


hs 


. TOTHE 


Very REVEREND 


Richard Ofpaldefton, D. D. 
, Dean of York. 


SIR, 
Have taken the liberty to in- 
Scribe this difcourfe to you, 
in teftimony of the great refpect 
which I owe to your character 
in general ; and from a fenfe 
af what is dye to it in particu- 


lar from every member of thé 
Church of York. 


Iwifh I bad as good a rea- 
fo aa doing that, which has 


& 1ven 
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given sme the-opportunity of ma>> 
hing fo publick and juft an. ac-* 
knowledgment ; being afraid 
there. can be. kittle left to be. faid 
upon the fubjet? of _ Charity, 
which has not been often thought, 
and much better partes 3 by 
' many who bave gone before :.and 
indeed, +t feems fo beaten and 
common a path, that it is not an 
ealy matter for a new comer to 
adiftinguifh-himfelf in it, by any 
thing except the novelty of bis 

Vehicle. . : 


beg, however, Sir, your kind 
-aeceptance of st, and of the mo- 
tives which have induced me to. 


ad- 


| 
| 
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addrefs it-to you; one of which, 
L:cannat conceal in juftice ta my- 
Self, ‘becaufe it bas proceeded: 
from the fenfe-of many favours 
and civilities which I have re-- 
cerved from you. J amy, — 

Reverend S1r,° 
| Your moft obliged, 
and faithful 


Humble Servant, 


"LAURENCE STERNE, 


” 


—S Se 


( 113) 


SERMON V. 


1 Kinos-xvii. 16. 

Mand the barrel of meal wafted not, neither 
did the crufe of oil fail, accerding to 
the word of the Lord which be fake. 
by the prophet. Elijah. . 


H E’ words-<of’ the text are the re- 

cord of.a miracle wrought in be- 

half. of the widow of Zerephath, who 
had. charitably taken Elijah under her 
reof;,and adminiftered unto him in a 
time of great {carcity and diftrefs. There 
is fomething very interefting and affec> 
tionate in the manner this ftory is re- 
Jated in: holy writ; ang as it concludes 
with a-fecond ftill more remarkable 
Vou. i: I proor. 


a 
é : . 


ow 
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- proof of Gon’s favour to the fame per- 
fon, in the reftoration of her dead fon :to.. 


life, one cannot but confider both mi- 


racles as rewards of that act of piety, 


wrought by infinite power, and left uppn 


yecord in fcripture, not merely as tefti- 
monies of the prophet’s divine miffion, 
_ but likewife as two encouraging inftances 


of Gop Almighty’s bleffing upon works 
of ney and benevolence. 


In this view I have made —. of 


“this piece.of facred ftory, which I fhall 
_ beg leave to make ufe of as the ground- 
| Work for an exhortation to charity -in 


general: and that it may better anfwer 
the particular purpofe of this folemnity, 


I will-endeavour to enlarge upon it with 
ee “z juch reflections, as, I truft in Gop, will 


—eacite fome. fer.timents ‘of compaffion 
eA which 


(’ 


%-4 


oa 
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“ahich’ may’ be ‘profitable to fo pious a 


‘defign. - 


~~‘ tw 
, oha * = 


“S Elijah had fled from two: dreadful — 


~-€vils, the approach of a famtine, and the 


perfecution of Ahab an enraged enemy : 
--and in ‘obedience to the command ‘of — 
~~ Gov: had-hid himfelf by the brook Che- 


'- ¥ith, that is before Jordan. In this fafe 


and peaceful folitude, blefied with daily 


marks of Gon’s providence, the holy 


‘nvan dwelt free both front the cares and 


_ glories of the world: by mt:aculous im- 


“pulfe the ravens brought Lim bread and 


“flelh in the morning, and bread and ficfp in 


the evening, and be drank of the brook; 


till by continuancg.of drought, (the — 


‘windows of - heaven “being fhut up in 


_ thofe days for three years and fix months, 


which was the natural caufe-likewife of 
ee farnine,) it came to pafs after a while 
? 12 that 
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that the brook, the great fountain of his 
fupport, dried up; and he-is again dis 
rected by the word of. the Lord: where.to 
betake himfelf for fhelter.. He is com- 
manded to arife and go to Zerephath, 
which belongeth. to Zidon, with an af-. 
Jurance that he had difpofed the heart of. 
a widow-woman there to fuftain him... 


The prophet follows the call of his. 
Gop : — the..fame hand which brought 
him to the gate of the city, had led alfo. 
the poor widow out of her: doors, op- 
preffed with forrow. She hadcome forth . 
upon. a: melancholy errand, to make pre- 
peration.to eat her aft: meal, and fhare- 
it with her child. : 


No doubt, the had long fenced againt. 
this tragical.event with all the thrifty. 
management which felf-prefervation and 


parental. 
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‘parental ‘love could infpire 5 ; full, no 
‘doubt, -of. cares and many tender appre 
henfions left her flender ftock fhould fail 
them before the return of poy 


~ But .as ‘the was a widow, having loft 
the only faithful friend who would beft 
shave affifted her in this virtuous ftrugele, 
the preffing neceffity of the times: at 
Jength overcame her; and fhe was jutt 
falling down an eafy prey to it, when 
Elijah came to the place where fhe was. 
And he called unto her ber, and faid, fetch 
me, I pray thee, alittle water in a veffel that 
I may drink. And as foe was going bo fetch 
it, be called unto her and faid, bring me, I 
_ pray thee, .a morfel of bread in thine band. 
And fhe faid, as the Lord thy God liveth, 
I have not a cake, but-a handful of meal 
in a barrel, and a little oil in a crufe, 
and bebold I am gathering two flicks, that 
: I 3 I may 
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I may go in and drefs it for me and my Jon 
that we may eat it and die. And Elijah 
_faid unto ber, fear not, but go, and ds 
as thou baft faid; but make me hereof a 
little cake firff, and bring it tinto me; ben 
after make: for thee and for thy fon. ° 

thus fays the Lord Ged of Ifrael, the piel 
rel of meal foall not wafte, neither foalt 
the crufe of oil fail, until the day that the 
Lord ced rain ea the earth. | 


sO ee 


find 1 becilife — “elf here was a fair op- 
portunity of pleading many : fhe might 
have’ infifted over again upon her fitua- 
tion, which neceffarily tied up her hands; 
— fhe might have urged the unreafon- 
ablenefs of the requeft ; ; — thar fhe was 
reduced to the loweft extremity already 5 
—-and that it was contrary to juftice and 
the firft law of nature, to red herfelf and 


child | 
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child of their, laft morfel, a give it to 
a a. 

" But, in generous fpirits, compaffion i is 
fometimes more than a ballance for felf- 
prefervation. For, as Gop certainly in- 
- terwove that friendly foftnefs in our na- 
ture to be acheck upon too great a pro- 
penfity towards -felf-love — fo it feemed 
to operate here. — For it is obfervable, 
that though the prophet backed his re- 
queft with the promife of an immediate 
recompence in ‘multiplying her ftock ; 
yet it is not evident, fhe. was influenced 
at .all by that temptation. For if fhe 
had, doubtlefs it muft have wrought 
fuch a mixture of {elf-intereft into the 
motive of her compliance, as muft great- 
Jy have allayed the merit of the action. 
But this I fay, does not appear, but 
‘rather the contrary, from the reflection 

I 4 fhe 
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fhe makes upon the whole in the laft 
verfe of the chapter. Now .by this. I 
know. that thou art a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in ” mouth i is 
truth, | 


Befides as fhe was an inhabitant of 
-Zerephath, (or, as it is called by Se. 
‘Luke, Sarepta, fubjeét to Sidon the me — 
“tropolis of Phoenicia, without the bounds 
of Gop’s people,) fhe had been brought 
; up in grofs darknefs and idolatry, in 
_ utter ignorance of the Lord Gop of’ 
‘Tfrael: or, if fhe had heard of his name, 
which is all that feems probable, fhe had 
been taught to difbelieve the mighty 
‘ wonders of his hand, and was {till lefs 
likely to believe his prophet. : 


Moreover fhe might argue, if this 
man by fome fecret-myftery of his own, 
or 
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ser ‘through the’ power of his Gon, is 
" able to procure fo preternatural a fupply 
:for me, whence comes it to pafs, that 

' he now ftands in want himéelf, opprefied 
:both ‘with hunger and thirft? 


Tt appears ‘therefore, that the muft 


‘have been wrought upon by an unmixed 
.principle of humanity. —— She look’d 
upon him as a fellow-partner almoft in 
the fame affliction with herfelf. — She 


confidered he had come a weary pilgri- 


‘mage, in a fultry. climate, through an 


exhaufted country; where neither bread 


‘or water were to be had, ‘but by acts of 
‘liberality. — That he.had come an un- 


known traveller, and as a hard heart 


“never wants.a pretence, that.this circum- 
-ftance, which fhould rather have be- 
friended, might have helped to oppref 
“him. ~—.She-confidered, for charity is . 


ever 


> 


&. 


ever fruitful in kind reafons, that he 
was now far from his own country, and 
‘had ftrayed out of the reach of the ten- 
der offices of fome one who affectionately 
mourned his abifence — her heart was 
touched with pity. — She turned in fr 
lence and went and did according as. be 
bad faid. And bebold, both fhe and he 
and ber houfe did eat many days; or, .as 
in the margin, one whole year. 4nd the 
barrel of, meal wafted not, weitoer did the 
crufe of oil fail, until the day that God 
Sent rain ape ‘the earth, 


” Though it may not. ‘ben neceffary to 
raife conjectures here upon this event, 
yet it is natural to fuppofe, the danger 
of the famine being thus unexpectedly 
got over, that the mother began to look 
hopefully forwards upon: the eft of her 
days. There were many widows in If. 

rael 


- 
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rael at that time, when the heavens were 
fut up for three years and ix months, 
yet, as St. Luke obferves, #0 none of 
them was the prophet Jent, fave to ¢his 
widow of Sarepta: in all likelihood, the 
would not be ‘the laft‘in making ‘the 
fame obfervation, and drawing from it 
fome flattering -conclufion’ in favour of 
her fon. — Many a parent would build 
high, upon a worfe foundation. —— 
“ Since the Gop of Ifrael has thus fent 
* his own meffenger to us in our diftrefs, 
« to pafs by fo many houfs of his own 
. people, and ftop at mine, to fave it 
in fo miraculous a manner from de- 
“© ftruction; doubtlefs, this is but’ an 
“earneft of his future kind interitions 
“ tous: at leaft, his goodnefs has de- 
© Creed to. comfort my old age by the 
- on life and health of my fon: — 
s eee perhaps, he has fomething greater 

s¢ fill 


‘ 


1244 SERMON VY. 
“€¢ ftill in ftore for him, and I fhall live 


6’ ¢9 fee the fame hand hereafter crown 
“© his head with glory and honour?” 


We may naturally fuppofe her innocent- 
ly carried away with fuch thoughts, when 


‘fhe is called back by an-unexpected di- 


temper which furprifes her fon, and in 


‘one moment brings down all her hopes 


—— for bis fickne{s was fo fore that there 
was nd. breath left in bim— } 


‘The -expoftulations of immoderate 
grief are feldom juft— For, though 
‘Elijah had already preferved her fon, as 
-well as herfelf from immediate death, 
-and was-the daft -caufe-to be fufpected of 


"fo, fad an accident; -yet the paffionate 


‘mother‘in the ‘firft tranfport challenges . 
-him as the author’ of her misfortune’; 
— as if-he had brought down forrow 


‘upon a heufe, which had fo hofpitably 
-fheltered 
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fheltered him. The prophet. was too 


| full of compaffion, to make reply to, fo 


unkind an accufation.. He takes the. 
dead child out of bis mother? s bofom, and. 
laid bim upon. bis own bed; and be. cried 
sunto the Lord and faid, O Lord my Ged ! r 
haf thou brought. evil upon the widow 
with whom. I Jyourn,. by laying ber fon 2 
“ Is this the: reward of all. her. charity 
“¢- and. goodnefs ? thou haft. before this. 
“ robbed her.of the dear partner of all 
‘* her joys. and all her cares; and now 
«< that fhe.is.a. widow, and has moft rea- 


* fon to expect. thy protection ; behold. 


“© thou haft withdrawn. her. laft prop : 
thou haft. taken away her child, the 
“- only ftay.fhe had to reft on.” — And. 


| Eli ab cried unto. God, and faid, O ‘Lord ; 


my God, I pr ay thee, let this child’ foul. 
came. into. him. again. 
3: 
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The prayer was' urgent, and “béfpoke 
' the ‘diftrefs ‘of a -humdiie tfiind deeply 
faffeting i in’ ‘ the risforturies ‘of: another ; 
: = moreover his héaft was rent with other 
: paffions. ——He was zéalous for thé game 
and honour of his Gop, and ‘thought 
not only his omnipotence, but his glori- 
ous attribute of mercy Coftcern’d 3 in the 
cevent: for, oh’! “with what’ ‘triumph 
Fyt ‘would the ‘prophets: of: Baal’ retort his 
own bitter’ taunt, ‘and fay, bis-God was 
_. either talking, or be was purfuing, or was: 
“in a journey’, or peradventure be fiept and 
“Joould bave ‘been awaked— He was more- 
over involved in the fuccefs of his prayer 
himfelf; —--honeft minds are moft hurt 
-by fcandal. — And he was afraid, left 
fo foul a one, fo unworthy of his cha- 
racter, might arife amongft the heathen, 
who would report with pleafure, ‘‘ Lo! 
‘+ the widow of Zerephath took the mefe 
‘© fenger 
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_“ fenger of the Gon of Ifrael under her’ 
a roof, and kindly entertained. him, and 
“et fe how the is rewarded ;: furely the 
a prophet was ungrateful, he wanted 
.£© power, or what is worfe, he wanted 
ee PE 2 


x - Befides all this, he pleaded not only 
ce caufe of the widow; it was the caufe 
of charity itfelf, which had. received a 
_deep wound already, and would fuffer 
ftill.more fhould Gop deny it this tefti- 
_ mony of his favour. So the Lord hearkued 
unto the voice of Elijab, and the foul of 
the child came into him again, and be re- 
wived. And Elijah took the child and 
Lrought him down out of the chamber into 
the houfe, and delivered him unto bis mo- 
toer ;. and Elijab faid, fee thy fon liveth. 


g It 


28 SERMOWN Vu. 

_ Ie would be a pleafuse'tp a: good mind; 
to ftop :here a moment,..and figure [0 itz, 
felf the pitture.of fo joyful an event..—r- 
To behofd on. one hand the. rapture . of . 
the parent, overcome with furprize ; and. 

gratitude,. and imagine -how a. fudden. 

ftroke of: fuch impetuous joy. mok. Opes: 
rate on. a.defpgiring countenance, long, 
accuftomed. to. .fadnefs.. — Ta conceive. 

on the-other--fide of. the. piece,.the holy, 

man : approaching. with the child in his). 
arms.— full:of honeft’triymph in his, 
looks,: but {weetened with all the kind. 
fympathy. which. a gentle nature could. 
overflow. with upon fo happy. an.event, 


It is a fubje&t. one might. recommend to » 


rhe pencil.of a great genius, and would 
even afford matter for defeription here 3. 
but that it. would: lead us too far from 
the particular purpofe, for which I have. 
are upon thus much. of the ftory 

- * already ; 
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already ; the chief defiga of which is 
to illuftrase by-a fact, what is evident 
both in reafon and fcripture, that a cha- 
ritable and good action is feldom caft 
away, but that even in this life it is 
more than probable, that what is fo 
fcattered fhall be gathered again with 
increafe. Caf thy bread upon the waters, 
and thou foait find it after. many days. 
Be as a father unto the fatberlefs and in~ 
frcad-of a bufband unto their mother, fo 
foait thou be as the fon of the Mdoft High, 
and be will love thee more than thy mother 
doth. Be mindful of good turns, for thou 
knoweft not what evil foall conse upon ihe 
earth, and when thou falleft thou foalt 
find a “fay. It frail preferve thee from ait 
affliftion, and fight for thee againft thy 
‘enemies better than @ mig bly Joield aud a 
frong [pear. | 


¥oz, I. K | | The . 
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The great inftability: of temporal af- 
fairs, and conftant fluctuation of every 
thing in this world, afford perpetuaf 
occafions of taking —? in a a fe- 
| curity. | : 


What by fuccefive ceteris nes ; by 
failings and crofs accidents in trade;: by 
mifcarrjage: of projects : — what by un- 
fuitable expences of parents, extrava=_ 
gance. of children, and the many other 
fecret ways .whereby riches make them- 
felves, wings and fly away ; fo many fur 
prifing.revolutions do ‘every day happen 
in families, that it ‘may not feem ftrange 
to fay, that the pofterity of fome of the 
moft: liberal -contributars here, in -the 
changes which-one century may produce, 
may poffibly find fhelter under this very 
plant which they now fo kindly water, 
Ni. AYs fo quickly fometimes has the wheel 

turned 
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tuned round, : chat many. a, man. has. 
lived to enjoy the benefit of that. — 
which his own Piety projetind. 4 


aie befides this, and a five of oe 
a ‘which Gob’s promife. gives it to 
protection hereafter, .charity and. benevoe: 
lence, in -the ordinary chain. of effects, 
Have a natural and more immediate tener. . 
dency in themfelves to refcve a maw 
from the accidents.of the world, by fof 
tening the hearts, and: winning: every 
man’s. wifhes. to its intereft..:: When 
‘a compaffionate:.man falls, whe woukl 
not pity him ? who, that had power to. 
do: it, would-not: befriend and raife him 
up? orcould the maf barbarous tem- 
per offer an infult to his diftrefs without 


_ “pain and reluCtance? fo that it is almojft 


— @ wonder that covetoufnefs, even in fpite 
of itfelf, does not fometimes argue a man 
K 2 into 
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into charity, by its dwn ‘prineipte ‘of. 
Jooking forwards, and the-firm expetta- 
tion it would delight in of receiving its’ 
own again with ufury. — So evident. is 
++ in the courfe of Gonv’s providence and 
the natural ftream of things, that a good 
office one time or other: generally meets 
with ‘a-freward. —Generally, did I fay 
show can it-ever fail ? — when befides, 
all this, fo large a fhare of the recom-, 
pence’ fs ‘fo infeparable even from the 
agtion itfelf... Afk the man who has a 
tear. of tendernefs always ready to fhed 
éver ‘the  {mfortunate who, withal,- 19 
ready todiftribute and willing to commu 
Aicate: afk him if the beft things, which 
wits: Have faid of pleafure, have ex~ 
prefied what he has felt, when by.a fea: 
fonable kindnefs, he has made the beark 
of the widow fing for joy. Mark then 
the expreffions of unutterable pleafuse 
4 and 


-_— 
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and .harmoay..in. his looks ;.. and fay, 
whether Solomen: has not: Sxed. the point 
of. true enjoyment in the sight. place,, 
when: :be. deelares, “* that he. knew no, 
“good thers was in any of.the, riches 
“or honours of this world, | but. for 4. 
* man to do Zood wiih them..in bis life.” 
Nor was it without reafon' he-made this 
judgment. — Doubrtlefs -he had - found. 
and feen the. infufficiency of all fenfual 
pleafures; how unable to-furnjfh either-a 
rational ora lafting feheme of Happinefs : 
how foon the beft of. them vanished x: 
the Jefs exceptionable in vanity, -but the 
guiity both 2 vanity and venation of fpi- 
rit, But that this was of fo : pure. and 
refined: a:nature.it burned without, con- 
fuming,: it was figuratively the widow's 
barrel of meal which wafed nit, and crue 


o out mee never failed. | 


. 
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It is not an cafy matter to add weighe 
to the teftimony of she wife man, upon 
the pleafure of doing good; or elfe the. 
evidence of the philofopher Epicurus is 
very retfiarkable, whofe word in this 
matter is the more to be trufted, becaufe 
a profefled fenfualift; who amidft ail the 
the delicacies and improvements of plea- 
fure which a luxuriant fancy might ftrike 
out, ftill maintained, that the beft way 
of enlarging human happinefs: was, by a. 
communication a of it to others, | 
_ Andif it was neceffary here, or there 
was time to refine upon this doétrine,. 
one might further maintain, exclufive of 
the happinefs. which the mind itfelf feels 
in the exercife of this virtue, that the 
very body of man is never .in a. better 
{tate than when he is moft inclined to 
co gocd offices : — that as nothing more: 

con. 


+ 
. 
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contributes to health than a benevolence 
of temper, fo nothing generally was a 
Hronger indication of it. 

And what feems to confirm this: opi-° 
nion, is an obfervation, the truth of: 
which muft be fubmitted to every one’s 
reflection — namely — that a difinelina- 
tion and backwardnefs to .do good, is 
often: attended,. if not produced, by an 


indifpofition of the animal as. well as ra- 


tional part of us: — So naturally co 
the foul and body, as in other cafes fo 
in this, mutually befriend, or prey upon 
each other. And indeed, fetting afide 
all abftrufer reafoning upon the point, 
I.cannot conceive, but that the very 
mechanical motions which maintain lite, 
muft be performed with more equal v- 
gour and freedom in that man whom a 
creat and good fol perpetually inclines 


a 


i. K 4 to 
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to thew. mercy to ‘the ‘miferable, : ‘than: 
they can. be in_a poor, — * fordid, felith 
wretch, | “whofe Title, contracted: heart;. 
melts at no man’s affliction ; but fits 
brooding fo. intently over its own plots 
and concerns, as to fee and feel nothing’. 
and i in truth, enjoy nothing beyond hime. 
Self : and of whom one may fay what. 
that great mafter of nature has, fpeak-- 
ing of.a natural fenfe of | harmony, which: 
T think, with more juffice may be faid. 
of . = that the man who rae: it 
not, ~~ e 2 : 


< _ Was ft for treafons, frtagems 
denies “ and [pails : : 

see fi be Motions of bis Lpirits are ‘dail 
| © as night 5 
ae « And bis affettions dark as EREsus : 

| +s ——Let no fuch man be a ao 


4 Waa 


~~ 
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What divines fay of ‘the mind, natura- 
lifts .have obferved of the body ; ; that 
there is:no-paffion fo.natural to it as love, 
which is the principle of doing good ; 
~- and though inftances like this juft. 
mentioned feem far from being proofs of 


~ ig. yet it. is not to be doubted, but that 


every hard-hearted man has felt much 
inward oppofition before he could prevail 
upan himfelf to do aught to fix and de- 
ferve the character : ‘and that what we 
fay of long habits of vice, ‘that they are 
hard to be fubdued, - “may with equal 
truth be faid concerning the natural: im- 


preffions of benevolence, that a man 


muft do much violence to himfelf, and 


Suffer many a painful ftrug gele, before 


he can tear away fo great and noble a 
part of his nature. — Of this antiquity 
= powaiiet a beautiful inftance in an 


Co aera 


2S - res, 
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res, who though he had fo induftrioufly” 
hardned his heart,:as to ‘feem to ‘take’ 
delight in. cru¢glty, infomuth’as.to mur-’ 
der many of his fubjects every day, with-” 
out caufe and: without pity; yet, at the 
bare reprefentation of a tragedy which’ 
related the: misfortunesof Hecuba’ and’ 
Andromache, he! was fo touched with: 
the fictitious -diftrefs which the poet had 
wrought up in it, that he burft out into 
a flood of tears. The explication’ of 
which inconfiftency i is eafy, and. eafts as: 
great” a luttre. upon human nature, asi? 
the man Aiméelf was a difgrace to it.. 
The cafe feems, to have been this: in 
real life he had been. blinded-with. paf-. 
‘fions, and _thoughtlefsly hurried on-by , 
intereft or tefentment : — but here,. there 
was no room for motives of that kind ; 
fo that his, attention being firft caught 
hold of, and all his vices laid alleep ; — 


then. 


we ol 


—_—_ 
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then Naturs awoke .in triumph, and 


- fkewed how deeply fhe had fown the 


feeds of compaffion in every man’s breaft ; 
when tyrants, with vices the moft at en- 
miity with it, were not able entirely, te 
spot it out. . .. 


But this is eaannn an. ee virtue, 
and fetting her off, with. fhades,. which 


wickednefs lends. us, when ong might 


fafely truft to the ferce of her own na- 


tural charms, and afk, whether any: 
thing under Heaven in its own nature, is. 
more lovely and engaging ° — ‘Fo illu- 
Rirate this the more, .let us turn our 


-thoughts.within ourfelves ; and for. a mo- 


ment, let any number of us here ima-- 
gine ourfelves at this inftant engaged in. 


drawing .the moft perfect and amiable 
scharacter, fuch, as according to our con- 


ceptions of the deity, we fhould think 
moft 


440 SERMON 2Y. 


mhoft acdeptablé to him; and rhott ‘likely: 
to’ be untiverfally: ‘admired by all mankinehx 
~~ T appeal to your own'thoughts, whe! 
ther the firtidea which- offered idelf.t0° 
mioft of our inaginations, would ‘not be 
that of a ‘compaffionate : 'benefaor;} 
ftretching“forth’ his: hands to“raffe! up: ther 
helplets érphan ? whatever: ‘other virtuds? 
we thould’give ' our’ hero, ' we fhould atl 
dptee'in making him a gert¢rous friend; 

who® thodght: the ‘opportiinities of: doing! 
good ‘to ‘bethe only charm bf: his profpes* 
rity! wé flkotiid paint him like the pfal-; 
milit’s river:of God overflowing the thirty‘ 
parts’of ‘the'earth, that he might enrich’ 
thein, carrying. plenty and gladnefs along” 

with. him. If this tas not ‘fufficient,” 
and we were ftill defirous’ of addifig a 

farther degree of perfection to fo great! 
‘a ‘character ; ; we fhould ‘endeavour: to~ 
think of fome one, if human nature could 
fur- 


ee 
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furnith fuch .a pattern, who; Jf. o¢eafion. 
requited; was-‘willing to: undergo ; all 
kinds of affliction, to facrifice himfelf, 
to:forget his weareft ‘interefts, and even 
lay down, bas: life. for the good of. man- 
kind... And. heres — O mesciful S45 
wiour ! how. would the bright. original 
of.thy unbounded .goodae&, break, in 
upon our hearts ?. Thou . whe: became. 
poor, that. we. might . be rich —- though 
Lord.of all this world, yet. badft. not where 
to lay thy bead. — And though equal in 
power and. glery to the;.great Gop of 
Nature, yet madef. thyfelf of. no. repr. 
bation, tcokeft upon thee the foras of a, fers 
vant, ——- fubmitting thyfelf, without 


Opening - thy mouth, to all the indigni- 


ties which a thanklefs ang undifcerning 
people could offer; and, at length, to 
accomplith - our falvation, becameft obedi- 
ent. unto death, _fuffering thyfelf, as “on, 

this 
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this day*, to de led Uke a: h lemb ta. ial 
inet 


The confideration of sm inulin: : 
inftance of compaffion, inthe Som of: 
Gop, is the moft unanfwerable appeal 
that can be made to the heart: of man, 
for the reafonablenefs of it in -himfelf.' 


It is the great argument which the 


apoftles ufe in almoft all: their exhorta-. 


tions to good works. —Beloved, if Chrift 
So loved us —the inference is unvoidable ; 
and gives ftrength and beauty to every. 
thing eHfe which can be urged upon the 
fubject. And therefore I have referved 
it for my laft and warmeft appeal, with 
which I: would gladly finifa this dif- 
courfe; that’ at leaft for their fakes for 
whom it is preached, we might be left 
to the full impreffion of fo exalted and 
@ Preached-om Good Friday. 
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fo. feafonable. a motive. — That by re- 
flefting.upon the infinite labour of this 
day’s love, in the: inftance of Curist’s 
death, we may-confider what an immenfe 
debt we owe each other:: and by calling 
to mind the amiable pattern of his’ life,’ 
in. doing. good, we might learn in whag. 
manner We sa beft _—— it. 

2 “And indeed, of all ihe adh in 
-which a good mind would be willing tb 
do it, I believe thete can be none more 
beneficial, or comprehenfive in its ef- 
fects, than that for which we are here 
met together. — The proper education 7 
of poor children being the ground-work | 
‘of almoft every other kind of charity, as” 
that which makes every other fubfequent 


act of it anfwer the epee ieee of 
the giver. 


With- 
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‘ "Without this ‘foundation . firft - taid; 
how much kindnefs in the proprefs of ‘4 
benevolent man’s life is dnavoidably caft 
away? and fometimes where it is as 
fenfelefs as. the expofing a tentder . plant 
so all the inclemencies of a cruel feafon, 
and. then: going with forrow to take. it.in, 
when the root is already dead. I faid, 
therefore, this was thé foundation of .al- 
amoft every kind of ‘charity, —and might 
not one have added, ‘of all policy: too:? 
Jinee the: many ill. confequences which 
attend the-want of it, though grievoufly 
fle ‘by the parties themfelves, .are..ne 
lefs fo by the community of ‘which they 
gre members; and moreover, of all mif 
chiefs feem’ the hardeft to be redrefied. 
——Infomuch, that when one confiders 
the difloyal feductions of popery on one 
hand, and on the other, that no bad 
| man, 


— —. — ——_ eee aes i nate _ _ he —_—: 
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man, whatever. he profeffes, can-be a 
good fubject, one may venture to fay, it 
had been cheaper and better for the na- 
tion to have bore the expence of inftilling 
found principles and good morals, into 
the. neglected children of the lower fort, 
efpecially in fome-parts of Great-Britain, 
than to be. obliged, -fo often as we have 
been within this laft century, to rife: up” 
and arm ourfelves againft the rebellious 
effets which the want of them ‘have 
brought down even to aur doors. And 
in fat, if we are to-truft antiquity, ‘the’ 
truth.of which. in this cafe we ‘have na 
reafon to difpute, this matrer has: béen 
looked upon of-fuch vaft importance ‘to’ 
the civil happinefs and peacé of a. peo- 
ple, that fome commonwealths, the moft | 
eminent for political wifdom, have chofe 


~ to-make a publick concern of it;, think’ 


Vout. I. L = sing 
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ing it much fafer to be entrufted to: the 
prudence of the magiftrate,: than to:.the 
miftaken tendernefs or natural simian 
" of ee i Bes 


tt was: -<cokeitak with chis; and es 
fpoke a very: refined fenfe of policy in 
the Lacedemonians, .( though by the 
way, I believe, different from what moré 
modern politics would:have directed in 
like circumiftances ) ‘when’ Antipater de- 
manded of them fifty children, as ho- 
flapes forthe fecurity of a diftant en- 
gagement,: they made this brave:’and 
swife anfwer, ‘© They:would not, —- they 
‘*: could not confent : — they would.ra- 
** ther give him double. the number of 
*S their beft up-grown men” — Intima- 
ting, that hewever. they were -diftrefled, 
wid ‘would chufe any. inconvenience rAa- 

ther 


po 
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ther than fuffer the lofs of their country's. 
education; and the opportunity ¢which 
if ance loft can never be regained) of 
giving their youth an early tincture of 
religion, and bringing them up to a love 
of induftry and a love of the laws and 
copftitution of their country. — If this. 
fhews the great importance of a proper 


education. to children of all ranks and 
conditions, what fhall we fay then. of 


thofe whom the providence of.Gop has 
placed in the very loweft Jot of life, ut- 
terly caft out of the way of knowledge, 


‘without a parent — fometimes,:may . be 


without a friend to guide and. .inftrud 
them ;. but what common pity and the 
neceffity of their fad firuation engages: 
— where the dangers which f{urround: 


~ them on every fide are fo great and many, 
that for one fortunate paffenger: in life, 


L2 . who: 
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who makes his way well'in the wotld 
with fuch early difadvantages and fo dif 
mal a fetting out, we may reckon thou- — 
fands who every day fuffer ia ia 
and are loft for ever, 


. If there isa cafe under Heaven which 
calls out aloud for the more immediate 
exercife of compaffion, and which may 
he looked upon as the compendium of 
all charity, furely it is this: and Pm 
perfuaded — there would ‘want nothing 
more to convince the greateft enemy to 
thefe kinds of charities that it is fo, but 
a bare opportunity of taking a nearer 
view of fome of the more diftrefsful ob- 
a of it. 


Let him. go into the dwellings of the 


‘ainfortunate, into fome mournful cot- 
“ tage, 
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tage, where poverty and affliion Teign 
together. There let him behold the 
difconfolate widow — fitting — - fteeped 
in tears ; — thus forrowinky.« over the in- 
fant, fhe knows not how to fuccour — 


Ge 
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O my child, thou art now left ex- 
pofed to a wide and a vicious world, 
too full of {nares and temptations for 
thy tender and unpractifed age. Per- 


‘© haps a parent’s love may magnify 


thofe dangers. — But when I confider 
thou art driven out naked into the 


/ midft of them, without friends, with 


out. fortune, without inftruction, my 
heart bleeds beforehand for the evils 
which may come upon thee. Gop, 


‘in whom we trufted, is witnefs, fo 


low had his providence placed us, 


that we never indulged one. with to 


have made thee rich, — virtuous we 
~L3) would 
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** would have made thee ;. -—— for thy: 
“¢ father, my bujband, was a good man 
<* and feared the Lord, — and though 
“all the fruits of his care’ and induftry 
“ were little enough for our fupport, 
“yet he honeftly had determined to 
$* have fpared fome portion ‘of it, feanty 
* as it was, to have placed thee fafely 
. “in the way of knowledge and inftruc- 
. 6 tion — But alas! he is gone from us, 
, “ never. to return more, and with him 
** are fled the means of doing it: ~— 
** For, Bebold the credstor 23 come upon us, 
“* to take all that we have.” — Grief is 
_ eloquent, and will not eafily be imitated. 
_ =~ But Iet the man, who is the Teaft 
friend to diftrefles of this nature, ‘con- 
_ ceive fome difconfalate, widow uttering 
_ her complaint even in. this, manner, and © 
then let him confider, if there i 35 any for 
5 sow 


= 
” 
to 
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Yow like this forrow, wherewith the Lord 
bas affi&ed Ker? or, whether there can 
be any charity like that, of taking the 
child out of the mother’s bafom, and refcu- 
ing her from thefe.apprehenfions. Should 
a heathen, a ftranger to our holy religion 
_and the love it teaches, fhould he, as be 
journeyed, come to the place where thé lay, 
when be faw, would he not bave compaf- 
fron on her? Gop forbid, a’ ehriftian 
| fhould this day want it; ‘or at any time 
Took upon fach a diftrefs, ‘and Wd y oe 
i other fi de. a | : 


| "Rather, let him do, as his Saviour 
talight him, bind up the hounds, \and pour 
“comfort into the ‘heart’ of’ éné, whona 
the hand of Gon has fo bruifed. Let 
“ him pradtife what it is, with’ Ehjah's 
Eahfpor, to fay to’ the afftitted -widow 

Bg! meee, 


ee 
~~ gr 
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— See, thy fon liveth! — liveth by my 
charity, and the bounty of this hour, to 
all the purpofes which make life defira- 
ble, — to be made a good man,.and a 


profitable fubje&t: on one hand to, be 


trained up to fuch a fenfe.of his duty, 
as may fecure him an intereft in the 
world to come; and with regard to this 
world, to be fo brought up in it, taa 


love of honeft labour and induftry, as. 


all his life long to earn and eat his bread 
with joy .and thankfulnefs. 


<* Much peace and happinefs reft up- 

“‘ on the head and heart of every one 
‘*. who thus brings children to Curist 
#¢ —— May the bleffing of him that was 
$ ready to perifh come feafonably upon 
* & him. — The.Lord comfort him, when 
& be fees wants it, when he lays fick 
, €6 upon 

3 


SERMON V. 153 
a3 upon his bed; make thou, O Gop ! 
‘tall his bed in his ficknefs; and for 
«© what he now fcatters, give him, then, 
“¢ that peace of thine which paffeth all 
*¢ underftanding, and which nothing in 
$¢ this world can either give. or take_ 
* away.” Amen. | 
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PHARISEE and PuBLICAN 


In the Temple. 


a 
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Luke xviii. 14. 1rft Part. 


Z tell you, this man went down to bis 
_.boufe, juftified rather than the other :— | 


HESE words are the judgment . 

which our Savrour has left upon 
the behaviour and different degrees of 
merit in the two men, the pharifee and 
publican, whom he reprefents in the 
foregoing parable as going up into the 
temple to pray; in what manner they 
difcharged this great and folemn duty, 
will beft be feen from a confideration of 
_ the prayer, which each is faid to have 
addrefled to Gop upon the occafion. 


The | 


18 SERMON VE 


-- The'pharifee, inftead of an act of hu- 
miliation in that awful prefence before 
which: he ftood,—with-an air of triumph. 
and felf-fufficiency, thanks Gop that he 
had not made him like others. —extorti- 
oners, adulterers, unjudt; or ‘even as this 
publican.—The publican. is reprefented as. 
ftanding afar off, and: with:a heart touch- 
ed with humility from a juft fenfe of his 
: own unworthinefs, is faid only to: have 
fmote upon his ‘breaft, faying — Gop. 
be merciful to me afinner. I tell you, 
adds our Saviour, this man. went down 
to his houfe eee rather than the 
yaa : | 


 etheh | re juttice 6 of this. derermitin- 
tion {trikes every one at firft fight, it may. 
not be amifs. to enter into a’ more par- 
ticular examination of the evidence and 
seafons upon: which it might be founded, 
‘ not 
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not only becaufe it may place the equity 
of this decifion in favour of the pub- 
lican in a ftronger Jight, but that the 
fubjec feems likely to lead me to a train 
of reflections not unfuitable to the fo- 
lemnity of the feafon*. | 


‘The pharifée. was one of that fect, 
who, in our Saviour’s time, what by 
the aufterity of their lives — their pub- . 
lic alms-deeds, and greater pretences to 
piety than other men, had gradually 
wrought themfelves into much. credit — 
and reputation. with the people: and 
indeed as the bulk of thefe are eafily 
caught with appearances, their character 
feems to have been admirably well fuited 
to fuch a purpofe-— If you looked no 
farther. than the outward part of it, you 
would think it made up of all goodnefs 
and. perfection, an uncommon fanttity 
si | of 


Preached in Lent. 


g 
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of life, guarded by great decorum and. 
feverity of manners, — profufe and fre- 
quent charities to the poor, ‘many, 
aéts of religion, much obfervance of 
the law — much. abftinence — much 
prayer. — 


It is painful to fufpect the appearance 
of fo much good — and would have . 
been fo here, had not our bleffed Sa-, 
viotsr left us their real character. upon _ 
record, and drawn up by himfelf in one | 
word — that the fect were like whitened 
fepulchres, all fair and beautiful without, - 
and enriched there with whatever.could. . 
 atpract the eye of the beholder ; bur, 
when fearched withinfide, were full of- 
corruption and of whatever could fhock 
and difguft the fearcher. So that with 
all their affectation of piety, and more . 
' extraordinary ftrictnefs and regularity in | 
their 
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their outward deportment, all was irre- 
gular and uncultivated within— and all 
thefe fair pretences, how promifing fo- 
ever, blafted by the indulgence of the 
worft of human’ paffions ; — pride — 
{piritual pride, the worft of all pride — 
hypocrify, felf-love, covetuoufnefs, ex- 
tortion, cruelty and revenge. What 
pity it is that the facred name of reli- 
gion fhould ever have been borrowed, 
and employed in fo bad a work, as in 
covering over fuch a black catalogue of 
vices -— or that the fair form of virtue 
fhould have been thus difgraced and for 
ever drawn into fufpicion, from the un-— 
worthy ufés of this kind, to which the © 
. artful and abandoned have often put 
her. The pharifee feems to: have had 
not many fcruples of this kind, and the 
prayer he makes ufe of in the temple is 
a true picture of the man’s heart, and — 

Vor. I, M fhews 
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_ fhews with what a difpofition and frame 
of mind he came to worfhip.-—- —-.,,,; 

Gop! I thank thee that thou . haft 
forrned me of different materials from 
_ the reft of my fpecies, whom thou haft 
created frail-and vain by nature, but by 
choice and difpofition utterly corrupt and 
wicked. Hog a : 


Me, thou hatt fafhioned in a differene 
mould, and haft infufed fo large a por- 
tion of thy fpirit into me, lo!- lam 
raifed above the temptations: and defires 
to which flefh and blood are fubject — 
thank thee that thou haft made me thus 
.— not a frail vefiel of clay, like that of 
other men — or even this publican, but 
that I ftand here a chofen and fanctified 
veffel unto thee. — 


After 
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After this obvious paraphrafe upon the 


_ words, which'fpeaks no more than the: 


true fpirit of the pharifee’s prayer, — 
you will naturally afk what reafon was 
there for all this triumph —— or what 
foundation could he have to infult in 


_ this manner over the infirmities of man- 


kind — or even thofe of the humble 
publican who ftood before him ? — why, 
fays he, I give tithes of all that I pof- 
fefs. — Truly a very indifferent account 
of himfelf — and if that was all he had 
to offer in his own behalf, Gop knows}. 
it was but a weak foundation to fupport 
fo much arrogance and felf-conceit ; be- 
caufe the obfervanee of both the one. 
and the other of thefe ordinances might. 
be fuppofed well enough to be confiftent. 


with the moft poe ‘of life and 


manners. 


M2 The: 
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The. aia and behaviour of the 
publican appears very. different —.and 
indeed as much the reverfe to this,. as. 
you could conceive. But before we en-, 
ter upon that, as I have fpoke largely, 
to the character of. the pharifee, ’twill 
be but juftice to fay a word. or two. in 
general to his. — The publican was one 
of that order of men employed by the 
Roman emperors in levying the taxes 
and: contributions which were from time 
to time .exacted from Judea as a con- 
quered ‘nation, Whether, from the par- 
ticular fate of that employment, owing 
to the fixed averfion which men have -to 
part with. what is their own, or from 
. whatever other caufes. it happened —- fe 
it was, that the whole fet of men were 
edious, infomuch that the name of a 
publican was a term of reproach and in- 
_famy amongft the Jews. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps the many inftances of rigour 
to which their office might direct them 
heightened fometimes by a mixture of 
cruelty and infolence of their own — and 
poffibly always made to appear worfe 
than they were by the loud clamours 
and mifreprefentations of others.— all 
might have contributed to form and fix 
this odium. But it was here no doubt, 
as in all other clafles of men, whofe 
profeffions expofe them to more temp- 
tations than that of others — that there 
are numbers who ftill behave well, and 
who, amidft all the {nares and opportu- 
nities which lye in their way; — pals 
through them, not only with an un- 

blemithed charaéter, but with the in- — 
ward sigs of a peed confcience. 


' ‘The publica in all likelihood was 
one of thefe — and the fentiments of 
“M3  ~—_scandour 
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candour and humility which the view of 
his condition infpired, are fuch as could 
come only from a heart and character 
thus ee 


He goes up into the temple to pay 
his facrifice of prayer — in the difcharge 
ef which, he pleads no merit of his own 
_— enters into no comparifon with others, 
— or juftification of himfelf with Gop, 
but in. reverence to that holier part of 
the temple where his prefence was fup- 
pofed more immediately to be difplayed 
_-—— he keeps afar off — is afraid to lift 
up his eyes towards heaven — but {mites 
upon his breaft, and in a fhort but fervent 
ejaculation — fubmiffively begs Gop to 
have mercy upon his fins. O Gop! 
how precious! how amiable! is true hu- 
‘mility? what a difference in thy fight 
does it make to conlift betwixt man and 
~ - man ! 


a, _— —— —_— on 
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man! .Pride was not made for a crea- 


ture with fuch manifold imperfections 


— religious pride is a drefs which ftill 
worfe becomes him —- becaufe, of all 
others, *tis that to which he has leaft 
pretence — the beft of us fall feven times 
a day, and thereby add féme degree of 
unprofitablenefs to the character of thofe 


who do all that is commanded them — 


was I perfect therefore, fays Job, -I 


would not know my foul, I would be 
_dilent, I would be ignorant of my own 


righteoufnefs, for fhould I fay I was per- 
fect, it would prove me to. be perverfe. 


_ From this introduction I will take occa- 
_ fion to recommend this virtue of religi- 
ous humility which fo naturally. falls 


from the fubject, and which cannot more 


_ effectually be enforced, than by an en- 


quiry into the chief caufes which pro- 
M 4 duce 
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duce ‘the oppofite vice to it — that of 
fpiritual pride — for in this malady of 
the mind of man — the cafe is parallet 
with ‘moft others of his body, the dan- - 
gers of which can never rightly be ap- 
prehended ; or can remedies ‘be applied 
either with yudement or fuccefs, till they 
are traced back to their firft principles, 
‘and the feeds of the diforder are laid open 
and confidered. And firft, I believe, 
one of the moft general caules. of {piri-- 
tual pride, is that which feems to have- 
mifled the :pharifee — a miftaken notion 
of the true principles of ‘his religion. 
He thought, no doubt, that the whole 
of it. was comprehended in the two arti- 
cles of paying tythes. and: frequent faft- 
ing, and that when he had difcharged 
his confcience of them — he had done all 
that was required at his hands, and might: 
Gen > se with 


tials of religion — which as he. grew up 
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_with reafon go, and thank:Gop. that he 


had not made him like others. — It is. 
not to be queftioned, but through-force 
of this errer, the pharifee might. think 
himfelf to be, what he pretended, a res 
ligious and upright man. — For hows 
ever he might be brought to act-a double 
and infincere part in the eyes of men 
upon worldly views — it is not to be 
furppofed — that when he ftood by hirm- 
felf, apart in the temple, and no wit- 
neffes of what paffed between him and 
his Gop ——'that he fhould knowingly 
and. wilfully have dared to aét fo opeh. 
and barefaced a feene of mockery in the 
face of Heaven. This is tcarce proba-' 
ble—<nd therefofe it muft have been ow-: 
ing to fomne -delufion in his education, ' 


‘which had early implanted in his mind 


falfe.and wretched notions of! the ‘effén-* 


had 
3 
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had proved the feeds of infinite error, 
both in practice and fpeculation. — _ 


With the felt oF his feét, he had —_ 


fo principled and inftrudcted as to obferve 
a {crupulous nicety and moft religious 
exactnefs in the leffer matters of -his_re- 
ligion— its frequent wafhings — its faft- 
ings and other external rites of no merit 
in themfelves — but to be exempted, 
- from the more troublefome exactnefs in 
the weightier.matters of the. law, which 
were of eternal_and unchangeable obli- 
- gation.. So that, they were in truth 
blind guides — who thus would ftrain 
at a gnat and yet {wallow a camel, and 
as our SAVIOUR reproves them from a 
familiar inftance of domeftic inconfiftency 
—~- would make clean the outfide of the 
cup and platter — yet fuffer the infide — 
the moft material part, to be full of cor- 
: ruption 
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Tuption. and excefs; From this know- 
ledge of the character and principles of 
the pharifee, "tis eafy to account for his 
fentiments and behaviour in the temple, 
which were juft fuch as they would have 
led one to have expected. 


Thus it has always happened, by a fa- 


tality common to all fuch abufes of reli- 

- gion as make it to confift in external 
rites and ceremonies more than inward 
puricy and integrity of heart. — As thefe 
outward things are eafily put in practice 
— and capable of being attained, to, 
- ‘without much capacity, or much oppo- 
.fition to flefh and blood—it too: naturally 
-betrays the profeffors of it, into a ground- 

~ Jefs perfuafion of their own godlinefs and 
- a defpicable one of that of others, in 
their religious capacities, and the relations 
in which they ftand towards Gop : which 
is the very definition of {piritual pride. — 
_ ‘When 
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When the true heat and fpirit of de- 
votion is thus Jofe and extinguifhed un- 
der a cloud of oftentatious ceremonies 
and geftures, as is remarkable in the Ro- 
man church — where the celebration of — 
high mafs, when fet off to the beft ad- 
vantage with all its fcenical decorations’ 
and Baca looks more like a theatrical 
performance, than that humble and fo- 
Iemn appeal which duft and afhes are 
offering up to the throne of Gop, —. 
when religion I fay, is thus clogged and 
bore down. by fuch a weight of ceremo-. 
nies — it is much eafierto put in pre- 
tentions to ‘holinefs upon fuch a mecha- 
nical fyftem as is left of it, than where. 
the character is only to be got and main- 
tained by a painful confli& and perpe- 
‘cual war againft the paffions. ” Tis eafier, 
for inftance, for a zealous papift to crofs 
himfelf and tell his beads, than for an 
humble proteftant to fubdue the lufts of 

a anger, 


SERMON VI. 173 
anger, intemperance, cruelty and Te- 
venge, to appear before his maker with 
that preparation of mind which becomes 
him. The operation of being fprinkled 
with holy water,. is not fo difficult in it- 
felf, as that of being chafte and fpotlefs 
within — confcious of no dirty thought 
or dithoneft action. °Tis a much fhorter 
way to kneel down at a confeffional and 
receive abfolution — than to live fo as 
to deferve it —- not at the hands of men 
— but at the hands of Gop — who, fees 
the heart and cannot be impofed on, — 
The atchievement of ‘keeping lent, of 
abftaining from flefh on Certain days, is 
not fo hard, as that of abftaining from 
the works of it at all times — efpecially, 
as the point is generally managed amongtt 
the richer fort with fuch art’ and epicu- | 
rifm at their tables — and with fuch in- | 
dulgence to a poor mortified appetite — - 

chat an entertainment upon a faft is much’ 
: more 
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more likely to ene a BOE than a. 
fit of SHOW: ; 


One might run the parallel much 
farther, but this may be fufficient to. 
fhew how dangerous and delufive thefe- 
miftakes are how apt to miflead, 
and overfet weak minds, which . are. 
ever apt to be caught .by the pomp of, 
fuch external. parts of religion. — This. 
is fo evident, that even in our own churchg, 
where there is the greateft chaftity in 
things of this nature — and of which 
none are retained in our worfhip, but what 
I believe, tend to.excite and affift it — 
yet fo ftrong a propenfity is there in our 
nature to fenfe-— and fo unequal a match 
is the underftanding of the bulk.of man- 
kind;. for: the impreffions of . outward 
things — that we fee thoufands whoevery 
day miftake the fhadow for the-fubftance, 
and was it fairly put. to the trial would 
exchange the reality for the appearance. 

You: 
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-You fee, this was almoft univerfally 
the cafe of the Jewifh church — where, - 
_ for want of proper guard and diftinction 
betwixt the means of religion and ‘religion 
itfelf, the ceremonial part in time eat 
away the moral part, and left nothing 
but a thadow behind. — Tis to be feared 
the buffooneries of the Romifh church, 
bid fair to do it the fame ill ‘office, to 
the difgrace and utter ruin of chriftianity. 
wherever popery is eftablifhed. What 
then remains, but that we rectify thefe 
grofs and pernicious notions of religion, 
and: place it upon its true bottom, which 
we can only-do, by bringing’ back reli- 
gion to that cool point of reafon which 
firft fhewed us its obligation — by al- 
ways remembering that Gop isa fpirit— 
and muft be worfhipped fuitable to his 
nature, #4. ¢. in fpirit and in truth — and 
that the mon ‘acceptable facrifice we can 

. offer 
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offer him is a virtuous and an upright 
mind — and however neceffary it. is, mos 
to leave the ceremonial and pofitive parts 
ef religion undone— yet not like the 
pharifee to reft there -— and omit. the 
weightier matters, but keep this in view 
perpetually, that though the inftrumen- 
tal duties are duties of unqueftionable 
obligation to us —— yet they are frill 
but InsrrumenTAL Durizs, condy- 
cive to the great end of all religion — 
which is to purify our hearts — and 
conquer our paffions — and in a word, 
to make us wifer and better men — 
better neighbours — better citizens — 
and better fervants to Gop.—To whom, 
&e. 


The End of the First Votume. 
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